
Greetings St. Paul Lutheran Church! 

I have some exciting SURE (Sarasota United for Responsibility and Equity) news! 

We are celebrating a Victory for Justice in Sarasota! After three years of 

conversations with the State Attorney Ed Brodsky, the adult civil citation 

program starts today in Sarasota County! The program is called the Adult Pre-

Arrest Diversion Program (APAD).  

Now, first offenders of certain violations will be able to have their case processed 

through the criminal justice system via a civil citation, without the additional burden of a criminal arrest record. While 

the program won’t be free, it is on a sliding scale based on one’s ability to pay, $100-$265. This is good! And even if $100 

is too much for someone, I’m hoping there will be a way to get financial assistance so this won’t prevent anyone who 

qualifies otherwise for the program to participate.  

We are grateful to God, The Office of the State Attorney, and the tireless work of SURE’s staff and volunteers for this 

outcome. 

If you are interested in learning more about SURE, please let me know. The new Executive Director, Dai Thao starts full-

time in-person on August 1. He is already available for Zoom conversations. I’ve already had an in-person conversation 

with him and he has a great vision for SURE. If you want to talk with him, please let me know and I will get him your 

contact info and he would be happy hear your story and share some of his ideas.  

I announced on Sunday that we are collecting Target and Walmart gift cards for Ruby Williamson as she heads off to St. 

Paul Lutheran High School in Concordia, Missouri later this summer. The gift cards will help her get her dorm room ready 

and probably some winter clothes ☺  

On Sunday, July 17, we will have a fellowship time after worship that will celebrate the 

Confirmands of 2020 – Emilee Miller, Addison Miller, and Ruby Williamson. They were 

confirmed on May 31, 2020 but we couldn’t celebrate with a reception because of the 

pandemic. I wanted to make sure they got the full Lutheran celebration with cake even if it 

is over two years later.  

And don’t forget to sign up to help with VBS if you haven’t 

already. We can use more helpers for this fun and fruitful week of 

July 25-29. We’ve already received registrations so we know kids are coming. Now we want to 

make sure we have enough adults to help. If you can’t help all week, that’s okay, even just a day 

will be helpful. We are still looking for group guides, assistants, and Science Station Leader (you 

don’t need to be a rocket scientist for this kind of science leader). There is a sign up in the 

narthex or you can contact Susy Scholl susyschollblack@gmail.com or JoAnn Jordan 3jordans@gmail.com. 

Another way to help with VBS will be to bring in small items that can be put into a gallon baggie like small waters, 

personal care items (travel toothpastes, toothbrushes, etc.), and pre-packaged individual food items (crackers, granola 

bars, fruit snacks). The theme is Food Truck Party and focuses on food and hunger. On Sunday, July 31 (aka VBS Sunday), 

the families are invited back to worship with a food truck fellowship time after worship. The families will have been 

encouraged to bring these same items during the week. And during Fellowship time we will put together baggies of 

these items to give out to those in need. There will be a bin in the narthex and fellowship hall for these items.  

Have a great holiday weekend. Sunday’s worship will have patriotic music and special 4th of July liturgies.  And remember 

the office is closed on Monday for Independence Day.  

Take care and God bless,         6.30.22 

-PrAshley 
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