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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
9:30a Service of Worship  

Pastor ~ Reverend Ashley Nicolls 

May God’s grace continue to 
overflow to and through you. 

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church! 
 

We hope you will use this bulletin during the week to have a song to sing, 
prayers to pray and give comfort, whether you are worshipping in person or from 

home on your electronic devices. 
 

Although not all of us are physically together to worship, our Lord is still with us. 
We give thanks for those who attend in-person and the technology that allows 

us to share the bulletin and the worship service on the website. 
 
 

St. Paul has a Community Prayer Cross located outside near the road.  
You are welcome to leave a prayer request there or  

put it in the offering plate, and it will be placed on the cross.  
The Sanctuary is open for individual prayer  

on Mondays and Saturdays from 9a-12noon.   
Important community ministries of St. Paul include the Tuesday Community 
Meal, Saturday Food Pantry, and the Early Childhood Learning Center. Your 

financial gift makes a difference for Christ and His kingdom and enables St. Paul 
to be the community church that cares. It can be made by online giving, on 

Sunday morning, mailed to the church, or dropped off during normal office hours 
- Monday-Friday • 9a-12noon.  

 

May God bless you and give you peace!   
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Welcome and Announcements 
  

Prelude ~  “It Is Well with My Soul” – arr. Larry Sue – St. Paul Ringers 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing 

upon the earth.  Response: Amen. 

Pastor: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.  

(silence for reflection) 

Pastor: Compassionate God, 

Response: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in 

our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our 

relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call 

to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and 

reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way 

of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Pastor: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom 

there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely 

this healing gift of grace. Response: Amen.  
 

Gathering Hymn ~ O God of Every Nation
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Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: Sovereign God,  

Response: raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; 

created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is 

yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 

Ministry in Music ~ “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” – The St. Paul Singers 
 

Children’s Message  
 

Scripture  ~ Isaiah 45:1-7 

The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the Lord has anointed to end 

Israel’s exile. The Lord makes this choice so that the whole world will recognize this Lord as the only 

God. Persia had a god of light and a god of darkness; the Lord claims sovereignty over both light 

and darkness. 
1 Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to subdue 

nations before him and to strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him—and the gates 

shall not be closed: 2 I will go before you and level the mountains; I will break in pieces the 

doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron; 3 I will give you the treasures of darkness 

and riches hidden in secret places, so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of 

Israel, who call you by your name. 4 For the sake of my servant Jacob and Israel my chosen, 

I call you by your name; I give you a title, though you do not know me. 5 I am the LORD, and 

there is no other; besides me there is no god. I arm you, though you do not know me, 6 so 

that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no one besides 

me; I am the LORD, and there is no other. 7 I form light and create darkness, I make weal and 

create woe; I the LORD do all these things.  

Word of God.  Word of Life.  Response: Thanks be to God. 
 

Scripture ~ Psalm 96:1-9 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
2 Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; proclaim God’s salvation from day to  

day. 
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3 Declare God’s glory among the nations and God’s wonders among all peoples. 
4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, more to be feared than all gods.  
5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but you, O LORD, have made the 

heavens. 
6 Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; power and splendor are in your 

sanctuary. 
7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; bring offerings and enter the 

courts of the LORD.  
9 Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; tremble before the LORD, all the earth.  

 

Scripture  ~ 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and reassurances 

to new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of faith, love, and hope 

makes them a model for other new Christian communities. 
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 2 We always give thanks to God for all of you 

and mention you in our prayers, constantly 3 remembering before our God and Father your 

work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we 

know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our message 

of the gospel came to you not in word only but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with 

full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your 

sake. 6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you 

received the word with joy from the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the 

believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you 

not only in Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your faith in God has become known, 

so that we have no need to speak about it. 9 For they report about us what kind of welcome 

we had among you and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God 
10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues 

us from the coming wrath.  

Word of God.  Word of Life.  Response: Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel ~ Matthew 22:15-22 

After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First they 

ask if God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar. 

 Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 22nd chapter. 

Response: Glory to you, O Lord. 
15 The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16 So they sent their 

disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, 

and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one, for you 

do not regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to 

Caesar or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, 

you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 
20 Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and whose title?” 21 They answered, “Caesar’s.” 

Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the 

things that are God’s.” 22 When they heard this, they were amazed, and they left him and 

went away.   

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.  Response: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon ~ Pastor Ashley Nicolls  

 

Hymn of the Day ~ Take My Life, That I May Be
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Apostles’ Creed 
Assisting Minister: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith with the Apostles’ 

Creed. 

Response: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 

into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead.  
 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church 
Assisting Minister: Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the 
church and the world.  (pause for silence) 
 

Assisting Minister: Living and true God, 



8 
 

Response: you inspire us to share the message of the gospel. Give your spirit of 
love to seminarians and those beginning their lives in ordained ministry.      
Assisting Minister: Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. 
 

Assisting Minister: We give you thanks for the majesty of our oceans. 
Response: Protect the abundant life within them and sustain all those who work to 
preserve them.         
Assisting Minister: Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. 
 

Assisting Minister: We seek your wisdom in all things. 
Response: Direct all who hold positions of authority around the world, that they act 
with compassion, seeking the good of all.        
Assisting Minister: Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. 
 

Assisting Minister: We pray for all people who work in dangerous or degrading 
environments. 
Response: Grant them safety and courage, and heal all those who are injured, sick, 
or suffering.     
Assisting Minister: Be especially with those we name now aloud or in our hearts. (pause)  
Assisting Minister: Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. 
 

Assisting Minister: We ask your blessing on those who do the quiet, unseen work of the 
church. 
Response: Encourage them in their work of faith and labor of love.     
Assisting Minister: Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. 
 

Assisting Minister: We thank you for our ancestors 
Response: who have been called home to you.           
Assisting Minister: Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. 
 

Assisting Minister: Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken 
prayers and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Response: Amen. 

The Peace 
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.   

Response: And also with you. 
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Offering 
We gratefully offer back to God some of what God has given us.  

All are invited to make a gift as the plate is passed, 
Online giving at www.stpaulsarasota.org/give is also available. 

 

Offering Song ~ Bringing in the Sheaves

http://www.stpaulsarasota.org/
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Offering Prayer 
Assisting Minister: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All 

blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, 

and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.  

Response: Amen. 

 

Spiritual Communion Prayer 
Pastor: My Jesus, I believe that You are present in this most Blessed Sacrament. I love You 

above all things and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive You 

sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already 

there, and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
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  Holy Communion 
(Those who want to partake of Christ’s body and blood in their in their seats 

may lift up their elements at this time). 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do 

this for the remembrance of me.  Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 

it for all to drink, saying; This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  With this bread and 

cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith  

Response: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

Lord’s Prayer  

Pastor:  Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray.   

Response:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion  

Pastor:  Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!  

Response: Thanks be to God. 

Pastor: Those who wish to remain at their seats to partake of Christ’s body and blood in the 

bread and wine/grape juice may do so now. The body and blood of Christ is given and shed 

for you. Take and eat. Take and drink. If you wish to come to the altar, you may do so at 

the ushers’ direction. 

Communion Music ~ “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” - arr. Robert Powell  

“Jesus Calls Us O'er the Tumult” – arr. Lani Smith – Tambry Schoolcraft 
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Post Communion Blessing 
Pastor: Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace now and forever.  Response: Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
Assisting Minister: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and 

abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living 

signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we 

pray.  Response: Amen. 

Blessing 
Pastor: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.  
Response: Amen. 
Pastor: The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the 
interceding of the Spirit. 
Response: Amen. 

Pastor: The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Response: Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn  ~ God of Grace and God of Glory
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Dismissal  

Pastor: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.  Response: Thanks be to God.   

Children: And all God’s children say, Response: Amen. Yes! 

Postlude  

“Lift Every Voice and Sing” – arr. Brian Buda – Tambry Schoolcraft 
 
 

Coffee & Social Hour is held in the Fellowship Hall after worship  
 

Eternal Candle is given this month by: Cindy Paxton in loving memory of my father Jack 

Paxton. 

Flowers are given this week by: Joann Flanigan in honor of my sister Rea on her birthday. 

Attendance for last Sunday morning: 48 in-person; 180 views on-line (10/12/26). 
 

St. Paul Mission Statement 
As a Holy Spirit-led family of God, we are called through baptism to proclaim and bear 

witness to God’s reconciling grace in Jesus Christ to all so that by joyfully sharing God’s 
Word and encouraging each other to service for the sake of others, our lives together make 

a difference for Christ and His kingdom. 
 

Announcements 
Arlington Park Halloween Trail – Friday, October 23rd 4-7p…Bring in Halloween candy by 
October 18.   
Next Sunday – Reformation Sunday!  Wear Red.  After worship and extended coffee 
hour in honor of Conrad Hellwege’s 95th birthday.   
The Chosen Series TV Show…We will watch Season 5 together on Thursday, November 
5, 12:30-3p; Friday, November 6, 6-8:30; Saturday, November 7, 1-3:30; Tuesday, 
November 10, 6-8:30; and Season 6 (new episode) on Saturday, November 14, 2-3:30.  
We will meet in the sanctuary.  Bring your friends.   
First Fridays Market at Arlington Park – come and hang out at St. Paul’s table, greeting 
those who come to the market.  Nov 6, 9a-1p. 
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P lease remember in your prayers…  
All those serving in the U.S. Military, especially Gage Fournier. The homeless in our neighborhood, our city, our nation and 
the world. The Florida-Bahamas Synod Office of the Bishop Staff:  Bishop Pedro, Assisting Ministers to the Bishop Pastors 
Carlos, Derek, Nicole, and Rob, Specialists Kim, Bill, & Brittney, Support Staff Jordan, Yuliet, & Ileana.   
SURE – Sarasota United for Responsibility and Equity.  Community Meal and Food Pantry guests.  
Prayers upon the HOPE Community Prayer Cross.  The Arlington Park Neighborhood.   
St. Paul members, especially, PrAshley and Valerie Nicolls, Rick and Kathy Nief, Scott Parke, Nancy Parmakian, Euder Paul 
St. Paul Early Childhood Learning Center teachers and students, especially, Hudson, Ezra, Myla, Ms. Katie and Ms. Jessica. 

Members 

Manny Acevedo 

Dottie Albright 

Earleen Ashbrook 

Beetle/Hildreth/Miller Family 
Dorothy Boller 
Susan Burmaster  
Missy Craig 
Irene Felicetti 
Sue Fisher 
Joann Flanigan 
Bob Fong 
Ethel Hamilton 
Marilyn Hutfilz 
Kasthuri Jayaraj 
James Millikan 
Valerie Nicolls 
Nancy Parmakian 
James Paulsson 
Cindy Paxton 
Colleen Ryan 
Betty Smowton 
Karin Zukoswki  
Homebound Members 
Evelyn Gulliksen 
Lindy Lindemann 
Michael Reiter 
Doris Schlotterback 
Carole Wilson  
Friends and Family 
Alice – friend of JoAnn Jordan 
Brad – brother of Cindy Paxton 
Corbin – nephew of Cindy Paxton 
Debbie – friend of Scherrs 
Ed – friend of Sandy Choquette 
Jim - son of Nancy Parmakian 
Mark – friend of M & D Hillerich 
MJ – friend of Ron Zimmerman 
Patty – sister of Cindy Paxton 

Sharon – friend of Jane Schubert  
Zev Maeson – friend of C. Paxton 
Sandi Acevedo – sister-in-law of 
Acevedo 
Jesus & Reyna Alegria – nieces-in-law 
of Sandy Tull 
Kareem Ali – friend of Fred Melton 
Clinton Allen – friend of Jim Paulsson 
Billie Jean Athey – friend of C. Mele 
Sheryl Brandes – sister-in-law of Sue 
Scherr 
Lavinia Brown – friend of H. Puckhaber 
Buete and Pearson family– family of 
Brian McCulley 
Caroline Burmaster – sister-in-law of 
Susan Burmaster 
Cheryl Bydo - family of Roberts 
Wayne Cobb – friend of Carolyn 
Jacobson 
Todd Couch – son of Sandy Choquette 
John and Joy Emanuelli – friends of 
Roberts 
Tony Felicetti – brother of I. Felicetti 
Niklaus Heisler – great-grandson of 
Irene Felicetti 
Katy Hernandev – niece of M. Acevedo 
Pr. John Hilficker – friend of Conrad 
Hellwege, Jr.  
Sandy Holloway – friend of H. 
Puckhaber 
Nicole Ketler – friend of S. Burmaster 
Darla Kirn – Family of Roberts 
Kate Kretschmann- family of Lindy 
Lindemann 
Karen Kugler – friend of Marty Hillerich 
Jesse Lugo – brother of Jose Lugo 
David McCall – brother of J. Roberts 
Marsha McKinney- former member 

Fran McCracken – friend of Kathie 
Snyder 
Linda Munkelwitz – friend of Judy 
Carnal 
Becky Nobles – friend of L. Lindemann 
Linda Norris – family of 
Doris Schlotterback 
Karen Paulsson – sister of J. Paulsson 
Gary Perkins – friend of Judy Carnal 
Hannah Puckhaber – former attender 
Manny Ribas – friend of Cindy 
Schlotterback 
Anita Rose – friend of Irene Felicetti 
Claude Russell – uncle of T. Bateman 
Brian and Ken Schlotterback—sons of 
Doris Schlotterback  
Haley Schlotterback – granddaughter-
in-law of Doris Schlotterback.  
Bill Schroeder – friend of Conrad 
Hellwege, Jr.  
Bethany Smith – daughter of B&B 
Smith  
Joyce Swartzbaugh – Former Member 
Natalie Smowton Boxx – great-
granddaughter of Betty Smowton 
Noel Scott Studenwalt – nephew of 
B&B Smith  
Bill Sweeney – grandson of Marilyn 
and George Hutfilz 
Michael Taylor – friend of Addy Miller 
Dan Torrence – friend of K. Snyder 
David Van Ness – brother of M. Craig 
Mark Vanderweight - friend of Jim 
Paulsson 
Andrea Waltje – friend of Irene Felicetti 
Curtis Weckwerth – cousin of Rich 
Weckwerth 
John and Janet Welther – family of 
Ethel Hamilton 
JoAnn White – friend of Jan Kruse 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
and Early Childhood Learning Center 

 

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
and the Florida-Bahamas Synod, established 1955 
2256 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota, Florida 34239 

Phone: 941.955.6479   Fax: 941.955.8600   ECLC Phone: 941.955.6480 
Website: www.StPaulSarasota.org 

 

The Rev. Ashley Nicolls, Pastor – PrAshley1010@gmail.com 
Tracy Bateman, Parish Administrator – stpaul-admin@verizon.net 

Dr. Tambry Schoolcraft, Director of Music Ministries—stpaulmusicsarasota@gmail.com 
Lisa McLean, ECLC Director--StPaul-eclc@verizon.net 

Iven Ayad - ECLC Assistant Director--StPaul-eclc@verizon.net 
The Rev. Don Hillerich, D.D. - Pastor Emeritus – djhillerich@yahoo.com 

 

Executive Committee 
JoAnn Jordan, President      Judy Roberts, Vice President      

George Hutfilz, Treasurer      Bob Lariviere, Secretary 
 

Congregation Council 
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Irene Felicetti 
George Hutfilz 
JoAnn Jordan 

 

Bob Lariviere 
Pr. Ashley Nicolls 
Nancy Parmakian 

Judy Roberts 
Mike Scherr 
Esther Smith 
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