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Greetings St. Paul
Lutheran Church!

Happy Easter! Yes, it is still the Easter season. Just like
Christmas when we get to say Merry Christmas for 12
days, we get to say Happy Easter for 50 days (until
Pentecost on May 23). One of the main teachings
about Easter is that we couldn’t have it without the
cross. So even though we are now in the joyous season
of Easter we still look at the cross, but it isn’t the cross
of death anymore, but rather the cross of life. That is
always the point of decorating the cross with flowers
on Easter Sunday to give us a visual reminder of the
promise of life through the cross.
Martin Luther is famous for his “Theology of the
Cross.” The cross is essential to our Lutheran theology.
Without the cross there is no reason for our hope.
Without death there cannot be life.
I have a favorite book, “The Lutheran Handbook”. We
used the book in Confirmation classes. It has a winking
Martin Luther on the cover to remind us that while we
take our faith seriously, we can do it with a sense of
humor and love for our neighbor.
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your personal Lord and Savior and he will
make you happier, richer, and better looking,’
and if those things don’t happen all you need
to do is to have greater faith, believe more, or
try harder.
Theology of the Cross rather focuses on what
Jesus did for us. Jesus says, You are mine, even
when we feel troubled, poor or unattractive.
Theology of Glory thinks that God shows up
where humans expect God to show up, in
powerful, wise and important ways in human
standards. Theology of the Cross knows that
God shows up in those things that seem weak,
foolish, and insignificant in human eyes.
And then finally, there is no class to take or
diploma we can get to be a Theologian of the
Cross. As we experience life’s ups and downs,
being a theologian of the cross is something
we live into when we are open and trust God’s
promises.
The song “Still the Cross” by FFH (Far From Home) has
reminded me why we can hope. Some of the lyrics are
below:
“Sometimes it seems the world's unraveling around us
We fear it all may one day come undone
We can't forget the One who came before us
To forgive the past and bring hope for what's to come.
When it all comes crashing down
The cross still stands alone
And on this our faith is built
And our courage is made strong
When the world falls apart
And you fear for your heart
There's a tower of peace
It's still the cross.”

The book has a couple of pages on How to Become a

Theologian of the Cross (And Avoid Being a Theologian
of Glory), with the words Warning – It may take
multiple readings-and-time to understand this concept
surrounding the edges of the pages. I would like to
share some of it.

“Theology of the Cross makes the cross the
end, where sin, death, and delusions of
grandeur stop. It is compared to Theology of
Glory where the cross is used for personal
gain. Theology of Glory says ‘Accept Jesus as
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News from our Early Childhood
Learning Center
Hello Everyone,
We are fast approaching the end
of our school year. While the
year has certainly been filled
with trials and tribulations, the
year has also been filled with
signs of love and kindness. Our
children have learned to care for
one another and think about
their impact on the world. The
way each of them has embraced
keeping others safe has been
such a gift to watch. Our VPK
graduation ceremony will be
conducted in the chapel and live
streamed via Facebook Live
through the church’s Facebook
Page at 12pm on May 27. All are
welcome to watch safely from
the comfort of your home. I
hope you all join us to see what
an amazing group of children
we have who are fully prepared
for kindergarten and life
beyond.
We are also starting our first
summer VPK program as a way
to help students who missed
VPK this year due to the
pandemic. Many children have
stayed home this past year
instead of attending VPK. Those
children need an opportunity to
prepare themselves for
kindergarten. We are so excited
to be able to offer this service to
our community. In addition to
summer VPK, we will host our
regular STEM filled summer
camp programs. This year’s
themes are the Amazon Jungle,
Staycation in Florida,
Transportation, and Ocean
Wonders. This will be the first
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year we are offering the theme
Staycation in Florida. We figured
this is the way most of our
children have vacationed over
the past year and we want to
explore something they are
familiar with.
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Editor: Debi Rado

~ Christine Merrill, ECLC
Director
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OUR MISSION AT ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH As a Holy Spirit-led family of God, we are called through Baptism to proclaim
and bear witness to God’s reconciling grace in Jesus Christ to all; so that by joyfully sharing God’s Word and encouraging each other to service
for the sake of others, our lives together make a difference for Christ and His kingdom.
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Thank You
I’d like to send out a big thank you to all the
volunteers of the Children’s Easter Celebration
Drive-Thru who helped decorate the Easter
rocks, made tissue flowers, collated Easter bags
and passed out the bags, played music, and
controlled traffic.
And an extra big thank you to the Easter Bunny
who showed up, that the children so enjoyed.
~ Barry Smith, Children’s Easter Celebration Chair
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Council Meeting Synopsis ~ April 2021
The Congregation Council met for its regular meeting on April 15 via virtual media:
Approved the expenditure of up to $3,000 from the Capital Expenditure Fund to Darling Design
Studio to submit a Florida Master Site File to request a determination on historic designation
eligibility from the State Historic Presentation Officer for the ECLC building.
The March minutes, pastor’s report, and financial information may be found in the binder in the
narthex. The April minutes will be available after approval at the May 20, 2021 meeting.

Tracking Covid Vaccinations
As we continue to hear good news about decreasing levels of coronavirus in our community and around
the nation and frequent updates of increasing supply of available vaccines, the St. Paul Safety and
Emergency Preparedness Team is actively reviewing the latest guidelines from healthcare experts so we
may begin modifying our current Covid-19 worship service precautions and be able to lessen
restrictions.
One of the most important pieces of data needed to guide these decisions in the coming weeks is
knowing how many of our church family members are fully vaccinated. PrAshley has been informed by
many people, excited to tell her they have received the vaccine, and she has been tracking the numbers.
But she may not know of some of our members who have received their vaccines. To get a better idea
of where we stand and if you are comfortable telling her you have been vaccinated, she would like to
hear from you. We understand that not everyone is currently eligible to receive the vaccine but when
you do, it would help to have that information.
While we won’t fully go back to normal all at once with unison speaking, congregational singing, Holy
Communion inside, no masks, and no distancing, we may incrementally bring in different aspects of the
service (unison speaking may be first) over the coming weeks and months. Knowing our immunity rate
will be helpful in our readiness to bring back these important and heartfelt aspects of worship.
We appreciate your help in getting our entire church family back into worship safely. Please call Pastor
Ashley to be added to the count. Phone: 941-955-6479 or Email: PrAshley1010@gmail.com.

Easter plant hero!
The Worship and Music Committee desires to express its gratitude to Rick Barry
for saving the day by picking up the Easter plants. Our order had ended up in
junk mail. The nursery was able to fulfill our order, but it was unable to deliver it.
Rick volunteered to come to the rescue. Thank you, Rick, for the weekly
announcements with added humor, all the set-ups for the outside parts of
worship, all the various hats you wear, and for being our Easter plant hero this
year.
~ Sharon Wittren, chair
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Photo Ops

Michele Hilton reading at one of the Stations of the Cross at
the Good Friday Pilgrimage walk downtown.

Easter
Sunday

St. Paul Adopt-A-Road community service day was Apr.
10. Participants: Alison Mills, Gail Seyfarth, Daniel Mills,
Debi Rado, Nancy Parmakian, Barry Smith.

The St. Paul Prayer Cross, installed by Rick and the
Evangelism Team, is near the Little Lending
Library and contains paper and pencil for anyone to
leave a prayer.
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In-person Bible Study
Thursdays @ 6p

Worship and Holy
Communion

In-person Bible Study, led by Deacon Michele
Hilton, continues each Thursday at 6p; one family
per table, masks required. (Email:
Capecodshell@gmail.com)

Holy Communion will continue to be offered each
Sunday outdoors by the Memorial Garden at
9:30a the month of May (with May 23, Pentecost,
being entirely outdoors). Worship will then
continue inside the sanctuary.

We’ll be reading & discussing a new book,
“Christian: It’s Not What You Think,” by Andy
Stanley, beginning February 25 through April 22.
Then we’ll be taking a look at the Book of Romans.
We’ll save a seat for you!

Talking with God
As people of faith it is
quite natural that we talk
to God. In quiet moments,
in moments of uncertainty
or challenge, and in times
of joy. It is part of our
worship and helps us grow
personally and
communally in our
relationship with Jesus. I
would like to invite you to join a group of us that
gather every Monday at 11a via Zoom. We talk,
share our lives, joys, concerns, and we pray. No
stress and easy to be part of! Follow the link below
(it is the same every week.) or email Kimberly
Heindl for an invitation: kaheindl@comcast.net.
If you are not able to join us, please do take a
moment in your day to be with us in spirit.
Topic: St Paul Prayer Zoom
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81662784525?
pwd=QSt4TGNSR2F3L0ovUDJ3SVdWbjRYUT09
Meeting ID: 816 6278 4525
Passcode: 628552

On Pentecost Sunday, May 23, worship will be
held outdoors and will be a service of scripture
and song with Holy Communion. Bring your own
chair if you wish.

Pentecost
Sunday,
May 23, 2021

Hope Seeds
This ministry of St. Paul meets the third Monday
of each month in the Fellowship Hall, 1p—3p, and
fills small bags with seeds appropriate for each
part of the world to which they are sent; social
distancing and face masks required to participate.
The people who receive these seeds are then able
to grow their own food to feed themselves and
others. They’d love to have you. The next
gathering date will be May 17.
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Earth Day statement from ELCA Bishop Eaton
O Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you
have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
—Psalm 104:24
Throughout Scripture, God promises to restore God's people to
health and wholeness, a promise that includes the renewal of
all creation. This promise is depicted dramatically in the final
pages of the book of Revelation as a grand vision of a new heaven and a new earth. The earth and its inhabitants are weary and
uncertain, battered by plagues and death, wars and destruction.
But God is still there, persistent and faithful. At the last,
God reveals a renewed heaven and an earth permeated by the
presence of God, transformed from pain to be a place of healing
and wholeness for all things. The 2021 Earth Day theme,
"Restore Our Earth," reminds us of this vision and the holy
work God entrusts to us — of seeking the well-being of creation as inseparable from the wholeness of humankind.
In the past year the world received a jolt from its collision with
the COVID-19 pandemic, which laid bare persistent racial disparities in health care access and outcomes in our nation. The
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) noted the disproportionate impact (increased hospitalizations and
deaths) of the pandemic on some racial and ethnic minority
groups. The CDC found that "inequities in the social determinants of health, such as poverty and
healthcare access, affecting these
groups are interrelated and influence a wide range of health and
quality-of-life outcomes and risks."
The racial reckonings of 2020 illuminate how the legacies of slavery, the Doctrine of Discovery and
colonization continue to diminish
life for people and creation. The glaring inequities exposed
through the pandemic are being intensified by
the global impacts of climate change. The final 2020 update of
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's (NOAA) National Centers for Environmental Information
(NCEI) found last year to be one of historical extremes. There
were 22 separate billion-dollar weather and climate disasters
across the United States, which shattered the previous annual
record of 16 events in 2011 and 2017. All these disasters disproportionately affected people of color and the most vulnerable populations. We are one people and one earth in need of
restoration.
Repenting the sin of racism and repenting our destruction of
creation should happen together. Because God gave humans the
vocation to be stewards of the earth, we proclaim that, for Christians, care of the earth is not an "environmental cause." Instead,
it is central to our holy calling to treasure the earth and care for
it as our home, fully integrating creation care into our love of
God, neighbor and all in the environment. Recalling the good

earth and our call to be stewards of creation in hope and faith,
we know our recovery from the pall of 2020 will, in many ways,
be a transition to a new way of life.
Dear church, we can "testify to the good news of God's
grace" (Acts 20:24), which empowers us to move forward. We
know that healing is possible — for the planet and for our communities. We are not too late. The time is now. To us, God is
calling; through us, God wants to work a miracle; through our
finite and inadequate efforts, God can and will bring about "a
new heaven and a new earth." God provides us with diverse gifts
as protectors and guardians of creation. We affirm, therefore, the
many stewards of the land who have been and are conserving
the good earth that the Lord has given us.
As stewards of creation, we have many ways to lovingly serve
the earth:
• Explore and use ELCA Care for Creation resources, including
video, study and action guides with information about the Creation Care Ambassadors initiative.
• Read the Lutherans Restoring Creation story "5 Ways to Celebrate Earth Day as Church Together but Apart."
• Accept the ELCA Young Adults No Plastics for
Lent challenge this Easter season.
• Participate in a local cleanup (with appropriate distancing) if
permitted by local authorities, or participate in the Earth Challenge 2020 citizen scientist initiative, focused on plastic pollution
and clean air.
• Join with the ELCA's ecumenical
partner Creation Justice Ministries in advocacy, education and
prayer.
• Participate in Faith and Frontline
Call to Action: Good Trouble for
Justice on April 19, an ELCAsponsored consultation focusing on
climate migration, food security and just transition. This event
brings together people of faith at this watershed moment and
calls for the inclusion of the voices, ideas and expertise of the
front line and faith communities alongside career politicians and
others to address and implement climate solutions.
Envisioning a world that is just, sustainable and resilient, we, as
Lutherans, heed God's call and take concrete steps to repair inequities and wealth divides locally, nationally and globally. A
framework built on hope and connecting climate to economic
and racial justice is essential to our reimagining of communities
as resilient and inclusive, void of poverty and leaving no one
behind.
In Christ,
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

4/13/2021
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Transportation Ministry
We have noticed more people needing rides to church and other
places. If you are interested in providing rides to our members,
please let PrAshley know.

Children’s Books Needed
Our Lending Library has been going well. We have
noticed though that children’s books are taken a lot
and not many are put back to be redistributed. If
you have children’s books you are no longer
reading, the Lending Library could use them. Please
drop them off in the church office.

May 2 - Dorothy Boller
May 3 - Janet Hepner
May 4 - Gail Hodge
May 11 - Kellen Masse (child)
May 13 - Michael Reiter
May 16 - Bruce Morvick
May 19 - Sandy Tull
May 27 - Kelley Eckert
May 27 - Euder Paul
May 27 - Elizabeth Schwartz
May 28 - Stella Reynolds (child)

FROM YOUR FINANCE COMMITTEE
Report for year-to-date as of March 31, 2021
Actual *

Budget

Income:

$ 88,425.44

$ 86,317.29

Expenses:

$ 70,284.68

$ 85,440.30

St. Paul net

$ 18,140.76

$ 876.99

ECLC net position

$ 55,220.61

$ (4,733.81)

*PPP loan forgiveness was posted

May 13 - Judy & Hank Roberts
May 23 - Miriam & Henry Blosser
May 26 - Sue (Goddard) & Rick Barry
May 27 - Kelley & Jay Eckert
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St. Paul Lutheran Church Calendar of Events • May 2021
MAY 1 SAT
9:00A FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION
10:00A MUSICIAN REHEARSAL
MAY 3 MON
11:00A PRAYER TEAM VIA ZOOM
NOON SHARING & CARING MEETING
7:00P WORSHIP & MUSIC MEETING
MAY 4 TUES
9:30A ECLC CHAPEL
5:30P COMMUNITY MEAL
MAY 5 WED
8:00A PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS
MAY 6 THURS
6:00P IN-PERSON BIBLE STUDY
MAY 7 FRI

9:30A FOOD PANTRY PACKING
MAY 8 SAT
9:00A FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION
10:00A MUSICIAN REHEARSAL
MAY 9 SUN

MAY 11 TUES
MINISTRY REPORTS DUE
9:30A ECLC CHAPEL
2:00P EVANGELISM MEETING VIA ZOOM
5:30P COMMUNITY MEAL
MAY 12 WED
8:00A PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS
MAY 13 THURS
NOON FINANCE TEAM MTG VIA ZOOM
3:30P EXECUTIVE TEAM MTG
6:00P IN-PERSON BIBLE STUDY
MAY 14 FRI
9:30A FOOD PANTRY PACKING
MAY 15 SAT

MESSENGER DEADLINE

9:00A FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION
10:00A MUSICIAN REHEARSAL
MAY 17 MON
10:00A ECLC BOARD MEETING
11:00A PRAYER TEAM VIA ZOOM
1:00P HOPE SEEDS
MAY 18 TUES

9:30A ECLC CHAPEL
5:30P COMMUNITY MEAL
MAY 19 WED

8:00A PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS
MAY 20 THURS
6:00P IN-PERSON BIBLE STUDY
6:30P COUNCIL MTG VIA ZOOM
MAY 10 MON

11:00A PRAYER TEAM VIA ZOOM
5:30P GIRL SCOUT TROOP 600

MAY 21 FRI
9:30A FOOD PANTRY PACKING

MAY 22 SAT
9:00A FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION
10:00A MUSICIAN REHEARSAL
MAY 23 SUN
9:30A PENTECOST
MAY 24 MON
11:00A PRAYER TEAM VIA ZOOM
5:30P GIRL SCOUT TROOP 600
MAY 25 TUES
9:30A ECLC CHAPEL
5:30P COMMUNITY MEAL
MAY 26 WED
8:00A PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS
MAY 27 THURS
NOON VPK GRADUATION-FACEBOOK
LIVE
6:00P IN-PERSON BIBLE STUDY
MAY 28 FRI
9:30A FOOD PANTRY PACKING
MAY 29 SAT
9:00A FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION
10:00A MUSICIAN REHEARSAL
MAY 31 MON

MEMORIAL DAY
OFFICE CLOSED

(NO PRAYER TEAM VIA ZOOM)
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In-person Worship Covid-19 Guidelines
Because of the on-going Covid pandemic, St. Paul will be following these guidelines to
keep each and every one safe during our time together:
Before attending services, please consider the following:
Are you experiencing flu-like symptoms?
Do you have a fever?
Have you recently been exposed to someone who has tested positive for
Covid?
Have you traveled in the past two weeks?
Are you at a higher risk for contracting the virus?
You must wear a face mask to enter and remain in the church.
Face masks should have double layers – no single layer “gaiters” or bandanas please.
Use hand sanitizer when entering the narthex.
Bring your own hand sanitizer and use it frequently.
Maintain the six feet social distancing at all times.
Follow the seating placement rules and ushers' assistance for where you can safely sit in the Sanctuary.
Do not sit next to anyone who does not live in your household.
If you are feeling ill or concerned about being around others, please stay home.
If you have recently traveled, welcome back! Please keep in mind the following from both the CDC and the
FL Dept. of Health (4/2/21) as you return to worship: For those fully vaccinated, you should self-monitor
for any COVID-19 symptoms; isolate and get tested if you develop symptoms. If you are not vaccinated,
the CDC advises travelers to get tested 3-5 days after returning home. If you don’t get tested, stay home
for 10 days after travel and avoid being around people who are at increased risk for severe illness for 14
days, whether you get tested or not. New CDC guidelines allow for quarantine to end after Day 7 if you
test negative so long as the test is taken on Day 5 or after, and if no symptoms occur during 14 days of
monitoring. Visit floridahealthcovid19.gov/travelers for more information.

Outreach Ministry Fund Distribution
The OMF team is tasked with distributing 5% of the total of the OMF account at the end of 2020. The
team will be distributing over $17,000 this year. The first distributions for 2021 include…
All Faiths Food Bank Summer Hunger Appeal—$5,000
ELCA World Hunger 40 Days of Giving for Lent—$500
Hope Seeds—$100
God Raising Incredible Parents (GRIP)—$150
Family Promise—$200
Sarasota Mayor’s Feed the Hungry—$500
Mission Partner 100 Florida-Bahamas Synod for St. John’s Lutheran Church in Jacksonville—$200
All Faiths Food Bank, Hope Seeds, GRIP, Family Promise, and Sarasota Mayor’s Feed the Hungry
program all offer a matching campaign. So every dollar St. Paul gave to these organizations are
matched one-to-one.
If you have an organization you would like the OMF team to consider please let one of them know. The
team members are Daniel Mills, Cindy Schlotterback, Barry Smith, Kathie Snyder, and Ron Zimmerman.
Pastor Ashley, George Hutfilz—congregational president, and Marty Hillerich—treasurer, are also on the
team.
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• All those serving in the U.S. Military. • The homeless in our neighborhood, our city, our nation and the world.
• The Florida Bahamas Synod Office of the Bishop Staff: Bishop Pedro, Assistants to the Bishop Pastors Khader,
Rob C., Rob R., and Deacon Connie, Specialists Jim and Marina, Support Staff Tina, Yuliet, Kim, and Ileana. • SURE –
Sarasota United for Responsibility and Equity. • Our Members, and our preschool teachers and students.
Members
Beetle Family
John Beyer
Henry Blosser
Susan Burmaster
Donna Casala
Sue Fisher
Bob Fong
Jane French
Barbara and Ed Hahne
Carolyn Mele
Cecilia Morvick
Jean Panthana
James Paulsson
John Puckhaber
Susy Scholl
Dave and Betty Smowton
Curt Swenson
Karin Zukowski
Homebound Members
Sharyn Brodnax
Carol Chambers
Charles Kistner
Olive Lehman
June Manselle
Virginia McQuaig
Ann Olsen
Michael Reiter
Carole Wilson
Bettie Zuknick
Friends and Family
Dustin – family friend of Carol

Chambers

Brian Grogan - son-in-law of

Jason & Samantha Roesti – son and

daughter-in-law of Debi Rado
LaShonda – friend of J. Beyer
Mark K.—friend of Cindy Paxton
Martin, Ernest, and Tricia- friends of
Puckhabers
Susan – friend of Cindy Paxton
Clinton Allen – friend of Jim
Paulsson
Geri Bandauski – sister of Dave
Smowton
Susan, Kaleigh, and Devon Boller –
family of Dorothy Boller
Franklin Boyer – friend of Puckhabers
Pam and David Brett – family of
Puckhabers
Sherri and Rebecca Buete – family of
Brian McCulley
Kathleen Cannon – friend of Puckhabers
Alice Chanover – friend of Puckhabers
Rusty Corner and family- friend of Susan
Burmaster
Esther Davis – friend of Puckhabers
Skylar Dickey – friend of Ethel Hamilton
Stephanie Diehl – daughter of
community meal guests
John Dolittle – family friend of Brian
McCulley
Cody Eddleman – husband of John Beyer
Kathy Gbur – friend of Ethel Hamilton
Auggie Glasgow – grandson of Cindy
Paxton
Freddie Greer – friend of Jim Paulsson

Terri Hancock – friend of Marthe

Hildreth

Eli Harshman – ECLC student
David Jackerson – son of Susy Scholl
Linda Jones – friend of Ethel Hamilton
Kenny Manselle—son of June Manselle
Ginny Marraccini – sister of Kathie

Snyder

Dan Martin - friend of Susy Scholl
Marsha McKinney- former member
Melissa Meyers and family – sister of

Marthe Hildreth
Pam Mills – sister of Daniel Mills
John Morrow – family of Brian McCulley
Karen Paulsson – sister of Jim Paulsson
Terry Panthana – niece of Jean Panthana
Cory Putnam – grandson of Janice Kruse
Manny Rebas – friend of Ethel Hamilton
Candy Reimer – godmother of PrAshley
Rose Sajevic – family friend of Pr. Ashley
Brian & Tommy Schlotterback—sons of
Doris Schlotterback
Cynthia Lu Scholl – sister of Susy Scholl
Jim and Robert Scianni – sons of Sciannis
Clint Shantz- former member
Donna Shepherd - sister of Gail Seyfarth
Timothy Smith—grandson of Ginny
McQuaig
Dave Spitler – former St. Paul member
Elaine & Mark Vanderweight- friends of
Jim Paulsson
Amy Zuccarello—daughter of Dcn.
Michele Hilton

Hillerichs

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all
comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble, with the comfort
we ourselves have received from God.” 2 Corinthians 1:3-4

St. Paul Lutheran Church
& Early Childhood Learning Center

2256 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota FL 34239
941-955-6479 Preschool 941-955-6480
941-955-8600
www.StPaulSarasota.org
Rev. Ashley Nicolls, Pastor
Sunday Schedule
9:30a Service of Worship In-person
9:30a Service of Worship on Facebook Live

St. Paul Mission Prayer
God of grace and love, you created us as your children
and have brought us to St. Paul Lutheran Church. We are
not perfect people, but this church is the perfect place
for imperfect people. Thank you for your grace through
Christ given to us. You call us to proclaim to everyone we
meet that your grace is for them too. As a Holy Spirit-led
family of God, we ask you to help us joyfully share your
word and serve your people, so that together our lives
make a difference in your kingdom here on earth.
Strengthen us in our mission together; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

