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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
9:30a Service of Worship  

Pastor ~ Reverend Ashley Nicolls 

May God’s grace continue to 
overflow to and through you. 

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church! 
 

We hope you will use this bulletin during the week to have a song to sing, 
prayers to pray and give comfort, whether you are worshipping in person or from 

home on your electronic devices. 
 

Although not all of us are physically together to worship, our Lord is still with us. 
We give thanks for those who attend in-person and the technology that allows 

us to share the bulletin and the worship service on the website. 
 

 

St. Paul has a Community Prayer Cross located outside near the road. You are 
welcome to leave a prayer request there or in the box when you enter, and it will 

be placed on the cross.  
Important community ministries of St. Paul include the Tuesday Community 
Meal, Saturday Food Pantry, and the Early Childhood Learning Center. Your 

financial gift makes a difference for Christ and His kingdom and enables St. Paul 
to be the community church that cares. It can be made by online giving, on 

Sunday morning, mailed to the church, or dropped off during normal office hours 
- Monday-Friday • 9a-12noon.  

 

May God bless you and give you peace!   
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Welcome and Announcements 
 

Prelude ~ “Pastoral”– Domenico Zipoli – Marilyn Hutfilz 

 

Processional Gathering Hymn ~ Jesus Shal l  Reign
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Confession  

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever.  Response: Amen. 
Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Pastor: Faithful God,  
Response: you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your paths. 
We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace the freedom of your 
faithful promises. We ignore our neighbors. We exploit the earth. We reject your 
abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. Repair our 
relationships, restore what we have broken, renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. 
Amen. 

Kyrie  
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Forgiveness  

Pastor: Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, ☩ in Christ Jesus your sins 

are forgiven, and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free.  

Response: Amen.  
Hymn of Praise ~ Glory be to God
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Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: O God, 

Response: our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We 

worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, 

reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Ministry in Music ~ “Creation Sings” – Ludwig van Beethoven - St. Paul Singers 

 

Children’s Message 

 

Scripture  ~ Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Today’s reading builds on the common, ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as shepherd. 

Judah’s unjust rulers have caused their people, their “flock,” to be scattered. Nevertheless, God will 

raise up a new and righteous shepherd who will rule a restored Judah. 
1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says 

the LORD. 2 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who 

shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock and have driven them away, and 

you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says 

the LORD. 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have 

driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4 I 

will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall no longer fear or 
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be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD. 5 The days are surely coming, says 

the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and 

deal wisely and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will 

be saved, and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: 

“The LORD is our righteousness.”  

Word of God.  Word of Life.  Response: Thanks be to God. 

 

Scripture ~ Psalm 46                       

1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though the mountains 
shake in the depths of the sea; 
3 though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the 
Most High. 
5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the break of day. 
6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
7 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
8 Come now, regard the works of the LORD, what desolations God has brought upon 
the earth; 
9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks the bow, and shatters 
the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations; I will be 
exalted in the earth.”  
11 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 

Scripture ~ Colossians 1:11-20 

An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical Christ, the one 

who was present at creation and is eternally reigning with God.    
 

11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, so that 

you may have all endurance and patience, joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has 

enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us from 

the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom 
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we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the 

firstborn of all creation, 16 for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things 

visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been 

created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold 

together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the 

dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of 

God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all 

things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.   

Word of God. Word of Life. Response: Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

Gospel ~ Luke 23:33-43 

Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messiah and king, Jesus reveals 

that to be Messiah and king is to give one’s life for others. Here he uses his power to welcome a 

despised sinner to paradise but puts his own death into God’s hands. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 23rd chapter. 

Response: Glory to you, O Lord. 
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33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 

criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for 

they do not know what they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the 

people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him 

save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, 

coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save 

yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 39 One of 

the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the 

Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, 

since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been 

condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done 

nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your 

kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”   

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.  Response: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon  ~ Pastor Ashley Nicolls 

 

Hymn of the Day  ~ There is a Higher Throne
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 Nicene Creed  

Assisting Minister: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith with the Nicene 
Creed. 
Response: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.   
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end.   
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church 
Assisting Minister: Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need. 
 

(pause for silence) 
 

Assisting Minister: We pray for the church in the world, its leaders, and its mission to share 

the good news of healing and restoration. 

Response: Inspire us to embody the beloved community in ways that faithfully 

witness to the Holy Spirit.      

Assisting Minister: Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great.  
 

Assisting Minister: We pray for the trembling mountains and glad streams of creation. 

Response: Preserve and renew your coastlines, deep seas, forests, and grasslands. 

Guide all who tend flocks or care for creatures of all kinds.         

Assisting Minister: Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. 
 

Assisting Minister: We pray for leaders and advocates in government, civic life, and public 

safety. 

Response: Support equity across the globe, and heal division with accountability 

and truth.        

Assisting Minister: Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. 
 

Assisting Minister: We pray for any who are hungry, living in poverty or desperation, weary 

in body or spirit, or sick. 

Response: Comfort all in need of your tender care.     

Assisting Minister: Be especially with those we name now aloud or in our hearts. (pause)  

Assisting Minister: Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. 
 

Assisting Minister: We pray for this part of the body of Christ gathered around word and 

sacrament. 
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Response: Bring us into authentic community where all ages are valued and 

experience God’s faithfulness together.    

Assisting Minister: Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. 
 

Assisting Minister: We give thanks for all who have died in faith.  

Response: May we remember them faithfully until we are gathered with you in the 

paradise you promise.          

Assisting Minister: Hear us, O God. Response: Your mercy is great. 
 

Assisting Minister: We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace 

and unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Response: Amen.  

 

The Peace 
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.    

Response: And also with you. 

 
 

Offering 
 (The collection plates will be brought forward at this time. Offering plates can still be found 

at the back of the sanctuary if you did not place your offering in the plates when you 
entered. Online giving at www.stpaulsarasota.org is also available.)  

 

Offering Prayer 
Assisting Minister: God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to 

fill them with good things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with 

the abundance of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, 

now and forever. Response: Amen. 

 
 

Spiritual Communion Prayer  
Pastor: My Jesus, I believe that You are present in this most Blessed Sacrament. I love You 

above all things and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive You 

sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already 

there, and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
 

 

http://www.stpaulsarasota.org/
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Holy Communion  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  Response: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. Response: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Response: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

For you anointed your Only Begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, with the oil of gladness as 

eternal Priest and King of all creation, so that, by offering himself on the altar of the Cross 

as a spotless sacrifice to bring us peace, he might accomplish the mysteries of human 

redemption, and, making all created things subject to his rule, he might present to the 

immensity of your majesty an eternal and universal kingdom, a kingdom of holiness and 

grace, a kingdom of justice, love and peace. And so, with all the Angels and Archangels, 

with Thrones and Dominions, and with all the hosts and Power of heaven, we sing the 

hymn of your glory, as without end we acclaim: 
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Pastor: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your 

reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your glory. We 

thank you for giving us life. Response: We thank you!  

Pastor: We thank you for giving us freedom. Response: We thank you!  

Pastor: We thank you for bringing us peace.  

Response: We thank you!  

Pastor: We thank you for the one who proclaimed your reign and forgives our sins. 

Response: We thank you!  

Pastor: We thank you for the one who brought us over from death to life.  

Response: We thank you! 
(Those who want to partake of Christ’s body and blood in their in their seats 

may lift up their elements at this time). 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 

it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. With this bread and 

cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

 
Pastor: Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for 

us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share with 

us the great and promised feast.Response: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Pastor: Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 

may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

Response: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Pastor: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite 

them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord 

of all. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, 

almighty Father, now and forever.  
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Lord’s Prayer  

Pastor:  Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray.   

Response: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

Invitation to Communion  

Pastor: There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that does not 

perish, a taste of life eternal. 

Response: Thanks be to God.  

Pastor: Those who wish to remain at their seats to partake of Christ’s body and blood in the 

bread and wine/grape juice may do so now. The body and blood of Christ is given and shed  

for you. Take and eat. Take and drink. If you wish to come to the altar, you may do so at 

the ushers’ direction.  

 

Communion Music ~ Lamb of God
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Post Communion Blessing 
Pastor: Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace now and forever.   

Response: Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
Assisting Minister:  God of hospitality, we have been guests at your banquet, we have 

feasted on your abundance.  Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, send us out 

to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us to love and serve 

in Christ’s name.   

Response: Amen. 

 

Blessing  

Pastor: The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the 

Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless you ☩ and grant you a 

faithful and courageous heart now and forever.  
Response: Amen.  
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Sending Hymn  ~ Crown Him with Many Crowns Verses 1, 4, and 5
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Dismissal  

Pastor: Go in peace. Christ is with you. Response: Thanks be to God. 

Children: And all God’s children say, Response: Amen. Yes! 

 

Postlude ~  “Praise Ye the Triune God” – Friedrich F. Flemming – Marilyn Hutfilz 

 

Coffee & Social Hour is held in the Fellowship Hall after worship. 
 

Attendance for last Sunday morning: 55 in-person; 191 views on line (11/17/25) 

Flowers are given this week by: Jill Scherer 

Eternal Candle is given this month by: Ethel Hamilton in loving memory of my parents 

John and Elizabeth Welther. 

 

St. Paul Mission Statement 
As a Holy Spirit-led family of God, we are called through baptism to proclaim and bear 

witness to God’s reconciling grace in Jesus Christ to all so that by joyfully sharing God’s 
Word and encouraging each other to service for the sake of others, our lives together make 

a difference for Christ and His kingdom. 
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Announcements 
 

Special Congregational Meeting - December 7 after worship to approve 2026 spending plan, 
elect council and nominating team members, and approve constitution changes. 
   
Visit with Santa!  December 13, 1-3p - volunteers needed to help with set-up, the event,  
and clean up.  Sign up in the narthex and fellowship hall.    
 
Longest Night Worship – Sunday, December 21 at 7p. We gather to mark the longest night of 
the year and to reflect on the hope found through faith in Christ, the Light of the World.   
 
Christmas Eve Worship – Wednesday, December 24 at 7p.  A traditional Christmas Eve 
worship with Holy Communion, Choirs, Candlelighting, and Children’s Message.   
 
Four Weeks of Favorites! Sunday, January 18-February 8, we’ll sing favorite songs and bring 
your favorite food for coffee hour after.   
 

Symphony Salvage Blue Bin!  Keep cleaning out your closets.  If items don’t fit in the bin safely, 
bring items to the Fellowship Hall on Sundays or to the office during the week.  Everything is 
accepted except large furniture and large appliances.  
 

Prayer Zoom – Talking with God! Join the prayer ministry.  Thursdays at 4p.  Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81662784525?pwd=QSt4TGNSR2F3L0ovUDJ3SVdWbjRYUT09 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81662784525?pwd=QSt4TGNSR2F3L0ovUDJ3SVdWbjRYUT09
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Please remember in your prayers…  

All those serving in the U.S. Military, especially Gage Fournier. The homeless in our neighborhood, our city, our nation and 
the world. The Florida-Bahamas Synod Office of the Bishop Staff:  Bishop Pedro, Assisting Ministers to the Bishop Pastors 
Carlos, Derek, Nicole, and Rob, Specialists Kim, Bill, & Brittney, Support Staff Tina, Yuliet, & Ileana.  
SURE – Sarasota United for Responsibility and Equity.  Community Meal and Food Pantry guests. Prayers upon the HOPE 
Community Prayer Cross.  The Arlington Park Neighborhood.   
St. Paul members, especially, Judy Carnal, Donna Casala, Sandy Choquette, Missy Craig, Teresa Davidson, Myrna Dority. 
St. Paul Early Childhood Learning Center families and teachers, especially Waylon, Celia, Charlie, Ms. Jess & Ms. Maddie.   

Members 

Manny Acevedo 

Beetle/O’Hara/Miller Family 
Dorothy Boller 
Susan Burmaster  
Judy Carnal 
Sue Fisher 
Joann Flanigan 
Bob Fong 
Valerie Nicolls 
Nancy Parmakian 
James Paulsson 
Colleen Ryan 
Frank Scianni 
Betty Smowton 
Homebound Members 
Donna Casala 
Evelyn Gulliksen 
Lindy Lindemann 
Virginia McQuaig 
Michael Reiter 
Carole Wilson  
Friends and Family 
Alice – friend of JoAnn Jordan 
Brad – brother of Cindy Paxton 
Debbie – friend of Scherrs 
Donnie – community meal guest 
Ed – friend of Sandy Choquette 
Gina – friend of Jan Kruse 
Jeff – community meal guest 
Mark – friend of M & D Hillerich 
MJ – friend of Ron Zimmerman 
Rick – nephew of Linda Knight 
Sharon – friend of Jane Schubert 
Susan – friend of Cindy Paxton 
T.J. – community meal guest 
Sandi Acevedo – sister-in-law of 
Acevedo 
 

Jesus Alegria – niece-in-law of Sandy 
Tull 
Reyna Alegria – niece-in-law of Sandy 
Tull 
Kareem Ali – friend of Fred Melton 
Clinton Allen – friend of Jim Paulsson 
Laura Anderson – niece of Roberts 
Sheryl Brandes – sister-in-law of Sue 
Scherr 
Buete and Pearson family– family of 
Brian McCulley 
Caroline Burmaster – sister-in-law of 
Susan Burmaster 
Todd Couch – son of Sandy Choquette 
Mike Cunningham- friend of H. Roberts 
David Eller – friend of Carolyn Mele 
John and Joy Emanuelli – friends of 
Roberts 
Gladys Faraone – friend of H. Roberts 
Bill & Vickie Hall – family of Fonda 
Davies 
Clair and Karen Hawver -cousins of 
Keith Hildreth 
Niklaus Heisler – great-grandson of 
Irene Felicetti 
Katy Hernandev – niece of M. Acevedo 
Pr. John Hilficker – friend of Conrad 
Hellwege, Jr.  
Nicole Ketler – friend of Susan 
Burmaster 
Kate Kretschmann- family of Lindy 
Lindemann 
Karen Kugler – friend of Marty Hillerich 
David McCall – brother of J. Roberts 

Marsha McKinney- former member 
Becky Nobles – friend of Lindy 
Lindemann 
Linda and Jim Norris – family of 
Doris Schlotterback 
Karen Paulsson – sister of J. Paulsson 
Manny Ribas – friend of Cindy  
Schlotterback 
Clint Shantz – former member 
Brian and Ken Schlotterback—sons of 
Doris Schlotterback  
Haley Schlotterback – granddaughter-
in-law of Doris Schlotterback.  
Bill Schroeder – friend of Conrad 
Hellwege, Jr.  
Bethany Smith – daughter of B&B 
Smith  
Natalie Smowton Boxx – great-
granddaughter of Betty Smowton 
Noel Scott Studenwalt – nephew of 
B&B Smith  
Bill Sweeney – grandson of Marilyn and 
George Hutfilz 
Dan Torrence – friend of K. Snyder 
David Van Ness – brother of Missy 
Craig 
Elaine & Mark Vanderweight- friends of 
Jim Paulsson 
Curtis Weckwerth – cousin of Rich 
Weckwerth 
John and Janet Welther – family of 
Ethel Hamilton 
Pr. Pete Zieg – former pastor of JoAnn 
Jordan 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
and Early Childhood Learning Center 

 

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
and the Florida-Bahamas Synod, established 1955 
2256 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota, Florida 34239 

Phone: 941.955.6479   Fax: 941.955.8600   ECLC Phone: 941.955.6480 
Website: www.StPaulSarasota.org 

 

The Rev. Ashley Nicolls, Pastor – PrAshley1010@gmail.com 
Tracy Bateman, Parish Administrator – stpaul-admin@verizon.net 

Fonda Davies, Director of Music Ministries—fondadavies6@gmail.com 
Lisa McLean, ECLC Director--StPaul-eclc@verizon.net 

Iven Ayad - ECLC Assistant Director--StPaul-eclc@verizon.net 
The Rev. Don Hillerich, D.D. - Pastor Emeritus – djhillerich@yahoo.com 

 

Executive Committee 
JoAnn Jordan, President      Judy Roberts, Vice President      

George Hutfilz, Treasurer      Irene Felicetti, Secretary 
 

Congregation Council 
 
 
 

 
 

        
 
       
 
 

 
 
 

 
Church Copyright License #2262644 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24141 
One License # A-727949 

Irene Felicetti 
Lori Fountain-Guillaume 

Amy Hildreth 
JoAnn Jordan 

 

Bob Lariviere 
Pr. Ashley Nicolls 
Nancy Parmakian 

Judy Roberts 

Mike Scherr 
Esther Smith 

Alexandra Brewer 
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