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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
9:30a Service of Worship  

Pastor ~ Reverend Ashley Nicolls 

Welcome!  

May God’s grace continue to 
overflow to and through you. 

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church.  
 

We hope you will use this bulletin during the week to have a song to 

sing, prayers to pray and give comfort, whether you are worshipping 

in person or from home on your electronic devices. 
 

Please know that although not all of us are physically together to 

worship, our Lord is still with us. We give thanks for those who do 

attend in-person, but also the technology that allows us to share the 

bulletin, record the service of worship and post to our website. 
 

Our Tuesday Community Meal and Saturday Food Pantry are 

important outreaches into the community. Please continue to support 

these ministries as you are able. 
 

Remember the Community Prayer Cross outside near the road. You 

are welcome to leave a prayer request there or in the box in the 

narthex and it will be brought out to the cross. 
 

Your offerings are appreciated for our ministries. They can be made 

via online giving, given on Sunday morning, mailed to the church or 

dropped off during our normal office hours  

Monday-Friday • 9a-12noon.  
 

May God bless you and give you peace.   
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We’re from Everywhere! Theme Song 
                                             “Fifty Nifty United States”                       Ray Charles 
 

Fifty Nifty United States, 
From thirteen original colonies, 

Fifty Nifty stars in the flag, 
That billows so beautifully in the breeze. 

 

Each individual state 
Contributes a quality that is great. 

Each individual state, deserves a bow, 
We salute them now. 

 

Fifty Nifty United States, 
From thirteen original colonies, 

Shout ‘em, scout “em, tell all about ‘em. 
One by one till we’ve given a day 

To every state, in the U.S.A. 
 

Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, 
California, Colorado, Connecticut,  

Delaware, Florida, Georgia, 
Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana,  

Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine,  
Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, 

Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, 
Nebraska, Nevada, 

New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, 
New York, 

North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 

Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, 
Tennessee, Texas, 

Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, 
West Virginia, Wisconsin, Wyoming. 
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Welcome/Announcements 
 

Prelude 
“Jersey Girl” 
John Ferreira 

 

Confession 
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever.   
Response: Amen. 
Pastor: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Pastor: Holy One, source of our renewal, 
Response: we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
and cannot free ourselves. We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. For the sake of the world you so 
love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another for the glory of 
your holy name. Amen. 

 

Kyrie 
                                                            Kyrie                                             Mr. Mister 
Kyrie Eleison down the road that I must travel 
Kyrie Eleison through the darkness of the night 
Kyrie Eleison where I’m going, will you follow? 
Kyrie Eleison on a highway in the night 
 
 

Forgiveness 
Pastor: Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new 
things I now declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name 

of ☩ Christ our Savior.  Response: Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn 
This Little Light of Mine 
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Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: Let us pray,  

Response: Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all 

who call upon you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and 

give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen.   

Special Music 
                                               “Anthem of Fellowship”                         Jay Althouse 

St. Paul Singers 

 

Scripture ~ Isaiah 58:1-12 
Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the 

ineffectiveness of their fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no 

substitute for genuine fasting that results in acts of justice, such as feeding the hungry, 

sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked. 
1Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my 

people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 2Yet day after day they 

seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced 

righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me 

righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. 3“Why do we fast, but you 
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do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve your 

own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. 4Look, you fast only 

to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do 

today will not make your voice heard on high. 5Is such the fast that I choose, a 

day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in 

sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? 6Is 

not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs 

of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?7Is it not to 

share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own 

kin? 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring 

up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your 

rear guard. 9aThen you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for 

help, and he will say, Here I am. 9bIf you remove the yoke from among you, the 

pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 10if you offer your food to the hungry 

and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness 

and your gloom be like the noonday. 11The Lord will guide you continually, and 

satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall 

be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. 
12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many 

generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets 

to live in.  Word of God.  Word of Life.  Response: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Scripture ~ Psalm 112:1-10 
1Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord and have great delight in God’s 

commandments! 
2Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the 

upright will be blessed. 
3Wealth and riches will be in their house, and their righteousness will last forever. 
4Light shines in the darkness for the upright; the righteous are merciful and 

full of compassion.  
5It is good for them to be generous in lending and to manage their affairs with 

justice. 
6For they will never be shaken; the righteous will be kept in everlasting 

remembrance. 
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7They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; their heart is steadfast, trusting in 

the Lord. 
8Their heart is established and will not shrink, until they see their desire 

upon their enemies. 
9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever; 

they will hold up their head with honor. 
10The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine 

away; the desires of the wicked will perish.  

 

Gospel ~ Matthew 5:13-20 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the earth 

and the light of the world, doing good works and keeping God’s commandments. 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5th chapter.  

Response: Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can 

its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and 

trampled under foot. 14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot 

be hid. 15No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 

lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your light 

shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 

Father in heaven. 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the 

prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until 

heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass 

from the law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever breaks one of the 

least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called 

least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be 

called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness 

exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven.” 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.  Response: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon ~ Pastor Ashley Nicolls 
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Hymn of the Day  

Not Alone for the Empire Verses 1, 2, 4 
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Prayers of the Church 
Assisting Minister: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the 

world, and all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Assisting Minister: Call your people to seek your wisdom in difficult conversations 

and action. 

Response:  Give the church everywhere courage to repent for the ways we 

have tolerated and practiced injustice.  

Assisting Minister: Merciful God, Response: receive our prayer. 
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Assisting Minister: Inspire our wonder at creation, from the light of dawn to the 

beauty of the dark night.  

Response: Sustain the unseen depths of the ocean to the plants and 

animals we know well. Bring healing to lands and communities 

experiencing natural disasters  

Assisting Minister: Merciful God, Response: receive our prayer. 
 

Assisting Minister:  Instruct the powerful in your ways. 

Response:  Provide upright leadership in business and industry, that 

workers are not oppressed. Throughout the world, inspire voters and raise 

up politicians to heed your call for nations to practice righteousness.  

Assisting Minister: Merciful God, Response: receive our prayer. 
 

Assisting Minister: Loosen the bonds of injustice in our midst.  

Response: Shelter all who flee abuse in their homes or violence in their 

communities. Satisfy those afflicted in any way.  

Assisting Minister: Be especially with those we name now aloud or in our hearts. 

(pause)   

Assisting Minister: Merciful God, Response: receive our prayer. 
 

Assisting Minister: Shape our congregation to be salt for the earth.  

Response:  Give us delight in your commandments, that we are generous 

with those in need. Make us steadfast in our trust in you, ready with 

tangible mercy and compassion for our neighbors. 

Assisting Minister: Merciful God, Response: receive our prayer. 
 

Assisting Minister: The cross and resurrection bring redemption from sin and 

death. 

Response: We praise you for all whose unshaken faith in Christ shines 

forth in their witness. Keep them in our remembrance and bring us with 

them into the kingdom of heaven.  

Assisting Minister: Merciful God, Response: receive our prayer. 
 

Assisting Minister: We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your 

wisdom and power revealed in Christ crucified.  Response: Amen.  
  

The Peace 
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.  Response: And also with you. 
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Offering 

(The collection plates will be brought forward at this time.   

Offering plates can still be found at the back of the sanctuary if you did not place your 

offering in the plates when you came in.   

Online giving at www.stpaulsarasota.org is also available.) 

 

Offering Prayer 

Assisting Minister: Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the 

oppressed go free. Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of 

merciful power, and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You we 

magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior,   

Response: Amen. 

 

Spiritual Communion Prayer 

Pastor: My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. 

I love You above all things and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I 

cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I 

embrace You as if You were already there, and unite myself wholly to You. Never 

permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

 

Holy Communion 
(Please lift up you communion elements  

at this time for blessing and consecration). 
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 

my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, 

he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 

new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. Together as the body of Christ, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:   

Response: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

 

http://www.stpaulsarasota.org/
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Lord’s Prayer  
Pastor:  Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray.   

Response: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen.  

 

Invitation to Communion 

Pastor:  Come and taste the joy of God!  Response: Thanks be to God.  

Pastor: The body and blood of Christ is given and shed for you.  Take and eat.  

Take and drink. 

 

Post Communion Blessing 

Pastor: Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 

and keep you in his grace now and forever.   

Response: Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Assisting Minister: Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth 

abundantly from this table. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, 

and journey humbly with you.   

Response:  Amen. 

 

Blessing 

Pastor: The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always.   

Response: Amen. 
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Sending Hymn 
On Our Way Rejoicing 
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Dismissal 
Pastor: Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.  Response: Thanks be to God.   

Pastor: And all God’s children say,      Response: Amen. 
 

Postlude 
“New York State of Mind” 

“New York, New York” 
John Ferreira 

                            

Attendance for last Sunday: 79 in-person; 68 views (as of 01/24/23) 

Bulletins are given by Jill and John Scherer in honor of Jill’s Father, Grayston Witmer.  

 

St. Paul Mission Statement 
As a Holy Spirit-led family of God, we are called through baptism to proclaim and bear 

witness to God’s reconciling grace in Jesus Christ to all so that by joyfully 
sharing God’s Word and encouraging each other to service for the sake of others, our 

lives together make a difference for Christ and His kingdom. 
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We Come from Everywhere! 
The Worship and Music Ministry of St. Paul is planning to celebrate you in 2023. Starting 
on January 15, 2023, and for the next four Sundays, you and your state will be honored 
at a worship service. Weather permitting, we plan that the February 5 service will be held 
outside. 
 

On your Sunday, we will publish in the bulletin, “Did You Know?” which will include a fact 
about your state, and you will be recognized during worship. 
 

We are suggesting when it is your state’s week, please fill out your name and state on a 
nametag. A member from Worship and Music will represent one of the states and be a 
roving greeter to welcome you. 
 

After service, we will gather in Fellowship Hall and invite you to bring a snack to share 
that represents your state. We look forward to hearing a tidbit about “Where are you 
from?” during the Fellowship time. Snacks may be dropped off in Fellowship Hall prior to 
the service. 
 
 

February 5 - New Jersey and New York  
 

February 12 -Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Maryland, Mississippi,  
North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia 
   

Did You Know? 
Questions? 
New York has a state bush, a state mammal, and a state motto. Can you name 
them? 
New Jersey’s state song, state dance and state insect are…. Can you name 
them? 
 

Answers… 
New York state bush: Lilac 

New York state mammal: Beaver 

New York motto: Excelsior “Ever Upward” 

New Jersey state song: Do not have one, Never had one 

New Jersey state dance: Square Dance 

New Jersey state insect: European Honey Bee 
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This week at St. Paul ~ February 5 – February 12 
Today 2/5 
 
Tuesday 2/7 
 
 
Wednesday 2/8 
 
 
Thursday 2/9 
 
Friday 2/10 
Saturday 2/11 
 
Sunday 2/12 

10:30a 
11:00a 
  9:30a 
  2:00p 
  5:30p 
  8:00a 
  6:00p 
  7:00p 
12:00n 
  4:00p 
  9:30a  
  9:00a   
10:00a 
  9:30a 
10:30a  

Fellowship Time and Sunday School 
Sharing and Caring meeting 
ECLC Chapel 
EvANGELism meeting 
Community Meal 
Property Ministry 
St. Paul Ringers 
St. Paul Singers 
Finance/Executive Team Meeting 
Prayer Zoom 
Food Pantry bagging 
Food Pantry distribution 
Musician Rehearsal 
Worship  
Fellowship Time and Sunday School 

 
  

 Serving Next Week ~ February 12 

Assisting Minister: Earleen 
Ashbrook 
Acolyte:  Marty Hillerich 
Reader: Sue Scherr 
Greeter: Barry Smith  
Sound: John Beyer, Mike Scherr   

Screen Operator: Rick Barry 
Camera Operator: TBD 
Ushers: Pete Gulliksen and Jim 
Paulsson 
Altar Guild: various members of the 
Altar Guild 
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Please remember in your prayers… 
All those serving in the U.S. Military. The homeless in our neighborhood, our city, our nation and the world. The 

Florida Bahamas Synod Office of the Bishop Staff:  Bishop Pedro, Assistants to the Bishop Pastors Khader, Rob C., 
Rob R., and Deacon Connie, Specialists Kim and Brittney,  Support Staff Tina, Yuliet , and Ileana.  
SURE – Sarasota United for Responsibility and Equity, Community Meal and Food Pantry guests. 

St. Paul members, especially, Helen and John Miller, Julie and Ron Miller, Alison and Daniel Mills, Cecilia Morvick 
St. Paul ECLC teachers and students, especially, Aalivia, Mina, and Juliette, Mrs. Lisa, Ms. Iven, and Ms. Sierra   

Members 

Beetle Family 
John Beyer 

Henry Blosser 
Susan Burmaster 
Sue Fisher 

Bob Fong 
Jane French 
Barbara Hahne 

Michele Hilton 
Carolyn Masters 
Cecilia Morvick 

Jean Panthana 
James Paulsson 
John and Hannah Puckhaber 

Rado Family 
Colleen Ryan 
Susy Scholl 

Brenda Smith 
Dave and Betty Smowton 
Ginger Webb 

Karin Zukowski 
Homebound Members 
Sharyn Brodnax 

Donna Casala 
Charles Kistner 
June Manselle 

Virginia McQuaig 
Michael Reiter 
Carole Wilson 

Friends and Family  
Debbie – friend of Scherrs 
Ian – son of Michele Hilton 

Kayla – niece of J. Roberts 
LaShonda – friend of J. Beyer 
Susan & Jim – friends of Cindy 

Paxton 
Clinton Allen – friend of Jim 
Paulsson 

Geri Bandauski – sister of Dave 
Smowton 
Joyce Benton – sister of H. Roberts 

Karla Benton – niece of the Roberts 

Buete and Pearson family– family of 
Brian McCulley 
Caroline Burmaster – sister-in-law of 

Susan Burmaster 
Kathleen Cannon – friend of 
Puckhabers 

Alice Chanover – friend of 
Puckhabers 
Jessica Clements – friend of Kathie 

Snyder 
Sandy Cooper – friend of H. 
Puckhaber 

Mike Cunningham- friend of  H. 
Roberts 
Janine Dress – seasonal guest 

Cody Eddleman – husband of John 
Beyer 
Lily Gibson – niece of Susy Scholl 

Niklaus Heisler – great-grandson of 
Irene Felicetti 
Betty Hunt – sister-in-law of M. 

Hildreth 
David Jackerson – son of Susy 
Scholl 

Maryjane Kapela – cousin of Janine 
Dress 
Kate Kretschmann- family of Lindy 

Lindemann 
Kenny Manselle—son of June 
Manselle 

Shirley and Dan Martin - friends of 
Susy Scholl 
Marsha McKinney- former member 

Nora McQuaig – daughter of Ginny 
McQuaig  
Pam Mills – sister of Daniel Mills 

Becky Nobles – friend of Lindy 
Lindemann 

Linda and Jim Norris – family of 

Doris Schlotterback 
Karen Paulsson – sister of Jim 
Paulsson 

Terry Panthana – niece of Jean 
Panthana 
John Popielarsky – friend of Ethel 

Hamilton 
Manny Rivas – friend of Cindy 
Schlotterback 

Candy Reimer – godmother of 
PrAshley 
Brian & Tommy Schlotterback—

sons of Doris Schlotterback  
Cynthia Lu Scholl – sister of Susy 
Scholl 

Rob Scianni – son of J&F Scianni 
Clint Shantz- former member 
Donna Shepherd - sister of Gail 

Seyfarth 
Joan Simone – friend of the 
Puckhabers 

Bethany Smith – daughter of B&B 
Smith 
Timothy Smith—grandson of Ginny 

McQuaig 
John Strahan –uncle of JoAnn 
Jordan 

Noel Scptt Studenwalt – nephew of 
B&B Smith 
Donna Van Ness – niece of Missy 

Craig 
Elaine & Mark Vanderweight- 
friends of Jim Paulsson 

David Weinberger – friend of 
Puckhabers 
John and Janet Welther – family of 

Ethel Hamilton 
Dottie Lynne White – sister of Susy 
Scholl 

Judith Wismer – community meal 
guest 
Carl Zimmerman – friend of Jan 

Kruse 
Amy Zuccarello—daughter of Dcn. 
Michele Hilton 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church 

and Early Childhood Learning Center 
 

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

and the Florida-Bahamas Synod, established 1955 

2256 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota, Florida 34239 

Phone: 941.955.6479   Fax: 941.955.8600   ECLC Phone: 941.955.6480 

Website: www.StPaulSarasota.org 
 

The Rev. Ashley Nicolls, Pastor – PrAshley1010@gmail.com 

Tracy Bateman, Parish Administrator – stpaul-admin@verizon.net 

John Ferreira, Director of Music Ministries—sjrnmd@comcast.net 

Lisa McLean, ECLC Director--StPaul-eclc@verizon.net 

Olivia Partington-Farrow, ECLC Assistant Director 

The Rev. Don Hillerich, D.D. - Pastor Emeritus 

Michele Hilton, Synod Parish Deacon 
 

Executive Committee 
George Hutfilz, President      Judy Carnal, Vice President      

 Marty Hillerich, Treasurer      Sharon Wittren, Secretary  
 

Council Congregation 
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