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Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church.
We hope you will use this bulletin during the week to have a song to
sing, prayers to pray and give comfort, whether you are worshipping
in person or from home on your electronic devices.
Please know that although not all of us are physically together to
worship, our Lord is still with us. We give thanks for those who do
attend in-person, but also the technology that allows us to share the
bulletin, record the service of worship and post to our website.
Our Tuesday Community Meal and Saturday Food Pantry are
important outreaches into the community. Please continue to support
these ministries as you are able.
Remember the Community Prayer Cross outside near the road. You
are welcome to leave a prayer request there or in the box in the
narthex and it will be brought out to the cross.
Your offerings are appreciated for our ministries. They can be made
via online giving, given on Sunday morning, mailed to the church or
dropped off during our normal office hours
Monday-Friday • 9a-12noon.
May God 1bless you and give you peace.

Welcome/Announcements
Prelude
Meditation on hymn tune “Beach Spring”
John Ferreira, organ

arr. Hal Hopson

Confession and Forgiveness
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves
us beyond our days. Response: Amen.
Pastor: Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus
does.
(Silence for reflection)
Pastor: God of mercy and forgiveness,
Response: we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good
creation. We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you.
Turn us in a new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be our refuge and
strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. Amen.
Pastor: Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. God points
the way to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding
love through the power of the Holy Spirit. Response: Amen.

Gathering Hymn
Gather Us In
Verses 1, 3, 4

2

Prayer of the Day
Pastor: Let us pray.
Response: O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled
world. Feed us with your grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only from
you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Special Music
“More Love to Thee”
St. Paul Singers
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Prentiss/Pethel

Scripture ~ Psalm 146
1

Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, O my soul!
I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have
my being.
3
Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help.
4
When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day their thoughts
perish.
5
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the Lord
their God;
6
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps
promises forever;
7
who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. The Lord
sets the captive free.
8
The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed
down; the Lord loves the righteous.
9
The Lord cares for the stranger; the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates
the way of the wicked.
10
The Lord shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.
Hallelujah!
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Scripture ~ 1 Timothy 6:6-19
Timothy is reminded of the confession he made at his baptism and of its implications for daily life.
His priorities will be different from those of people who merely want to be rich.
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Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 7for we brought
nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; 8but if we have food and
clothing, we will be content with these. 9But those who want to be rich fall into temptation
and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and
destruction. 10For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to
be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many
pains. 11But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith,
love, endurance, gentleness. 12Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal
life, to which you were called and for which you made the good confession in the
presence of many witnesses. 13In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and
of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I
charge you 14to keep the commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of
our Lord Jesus Christ, 15which he will bring about at the right time—he who is the
blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. 16It is he alone who has
4

immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see;
to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 17As for those who in the present age are
rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches,
but rather on God who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18They are
to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, 19thus storing up for
themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold
of the life that really is life.
Word of God. Word of Life. Response: Thanks be to God.

Gospel ~ Luke 16:19-31
Jesus tells a parable in which the poor one is “lifted up” and the rich one is “sent away empty.”
Jesus makes it clear that this ethic of merciful reversal is not new but is as old as Moses and the
prophets.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 16th chapter.
Response: Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who
feasted sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus,
covered with sores, 21who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s
table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22The poor man died and was
carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was
buried. 23In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far
away with Lazarus by his side. 24He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me,
and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in
agony in these flames.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime
you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is
comforted here, and you are in agony. 26Besides all this, between you and us a great
chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do
so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ 27He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send
him to my father’s house—28for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that
they will not also come into this place of torment.’ 29Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses
and the prophets; they should listen to them.’ 30He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if
someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31He said to him, ‘If they do not
listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises
from the dead.’ ”
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. Response: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon ~ Pr. Ashley Nicolls
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Hymn of the Day
Christ, Be Our Light
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Apostles’ Creed
Assisting Minister: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith together with
the Apostles’ Creed.
Response: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the Church
Assisting Minister: As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so
let us gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
A brief silence.
Assisting Minister: O God, rich in mercy, fill your church with righteousness, faith, love,
endurance, and gentleness.
Response: Empower the baptized by your Spirit to be rich in good works and
ready to share.
Assisting Minister: God of grace, Response: hear our prayer.
Assisting Minister: Protect the earth and its creatures.
Response: Provide water, food, shelter, and favorable habitats, especially for
endangered species. Preserve threatened ice caps, glaciers, parks, and beaches.
Assisting Minister: God of grace, Response: hear our prayer.
Assisting Minister: Increase justice in nations, local governments, and courtrooms.
Response: Guide lawyers and those who hold public office to act with
compassion and discernment.
Assisting Minister: God of grace, Response: hear our prayer.
Assisting Minister: Give food to the hungry.
Response: Set the captives free. Lift up those who are bowed down. Watch over
the stranger. Tend to those who are ill. Stir us to act in the best interest of our
neighbors.
Assisting Minister: Be especially with those we name now aloud or in our hearts. (pause)
Assisting Minister: God of grace, Response: receive our prayer.
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Assisting Minister: Enliven our praise.
Response: Inspire musicians, artists, poets, and all who create beauty in this
place.
Assisting Minister: God of grace, Response: hear our prayer.
Assisting Minister: Enfold the saints who have died in the arms of your loving care.
Response: Grant that the holy angels accompany us and bring us to eternal life
with them in the light of your presence.
Assisting Minister: God of grace, Response: hear our prayer.
Assisting Minister: Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit,
gracious God, we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our
Savior. Response: Amen.

The Peace
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. Response: And also with you.

Offering
(The collection plates will be brought forward at this time. Offering plates can still be found at the
back of the sanctuary if you did not place your offering in the plates when you came in.
Online giving at www.stpaulsarasota.org is also available.)

Offering Prayer
Assisting Minister: Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs.
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.
Response: Amen.

Spiritual Communion Prayer
Pastor: My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I love
You above all things and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now
receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if
You were already there, and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be
separated from You. Amen.

Holy Communion
(Those who want to partake of Christ’s body and blood through the bread and
wine/grape juice in their seats may lift up their elements at this time).
Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again after supper, he took the cup, gave
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thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.” Response: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Lord’s Prayer
Pastor: Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray.
Response: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Pastor: Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see.
Response: Thanks be to God.
Pastor: Those who wish to remain at their seats to partake of Christ’s body and blood in
the bread and wine/grape juice may do so now. The body and blood of Christ is given
and shed for you. Take and eat. Take and drink. Those who wish to come forward to
the altar may do so at this time.

Post Communion Blessing
Pastor: Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep
you in his grace now and forever. Response: Amen.

Prayer after Communion
Assisting Minister: God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal
with bread for the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our
neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Response: Amen.

Blessing
Pastor: God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth
and peace. And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and
love. Response: Amen
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Sending Hymn
Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service
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Dismissal
Pastor: Go in peace, with Christ beside you. Response: Thanks be to God.
Pastor: And all God’s children say, Response: Amen

Postlude
“Rigaudon”
John Ferreira, organ

Andrew Campra

Attendance for last Sunday: 64 in-person; 132 views (as of 9/19/22)
Flowers and Bulletins are given by Brian McCulley in memory of sister and brother-inlaw Kathleen and Ken Buete.
Eternal Candle is given by Nancy Parmakian in loving memory of my daughter Anita
and partner Laura.

St. Paul Mission Statement
As a Holy Spirit-led family of God, we are called through baptism to proclaim and bear
witness to God’s reconciling grace in Jesus Christ to all so that by joyfully sharing God’s
Word and encouraging each other to service for the sake of others, our lives together
make a difference for Christ and His kingdom.
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Announcements
Education Building Refurbishment Town Hall Meeting
Next Sunday after worship we will have an informational meeting about the Education
Building Refurbishment Project. Join us to hear from the architects and contractors the
need for the new roof and costs. Come also to hear from architect community people
who will help us fund the project. We have been awarded a state grant to help the costs
too.
Early Childhood Learning Center Trike-a-Thon
The school has their annual Trike-a-Thon on Tuesday, Oct 4 9:30-10:30a. Come and
watch the kids bike around the circle drive. It’s a blast to watch. It is a fundraiser for the
school too. Donations are welcomed. Your name will go on the tree with any donation
over $25.
Bible Study Returns
Bible Study starts back up on Wednesday, Oct 5 at 6p. All are welcome. Even if you
haven’t come in the past, join now.
Pet Blessing
Saturday, October 8 at 11am is the Pet Blessing. The patron saint for animals is St.
Francis of Assisi. His saint day is October 4, so we will be blessing pets in the memorial
garden area. Bring your pet. Tell a friend to bring theirs too.
First Communion Sunday
Sunday, October 9 during worship Charlie Beetle, Ryan Masse, Kellen Masse, Jordan
Masse, Liam Miller, and Avery Miller will take their first communion
Education Building Refurbishment Voting Meeting
Sunday, October 9, after worship is a congregational meeting for the sole purpose of
voting to approve the Education Building Refurbishment project. Please plan on
attending.
Sarasota United for Responsibility and Equity (SURE) House Meetings
Are you interested in learning about St. Paul’s Justice Ministry? Or do you have a story
to share about Sarasota and what makes you angry or keeps you up at night? Stay after
coffee hour on Sunday, October 16 to learn and to share.
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Mid-Gulf Conference Gathering
Saturday, October 22 from 8:30a-12noon at New Life Lutheran Church. Join the other
ELCA churches in our area in this once a year gathering. It will be a time of fellowship,
worship, service, and learning. St. Paul’s own Irene Felicetti is up for being elected as
Lay Chair of our Conference. All are welcome. Register at this website.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdKkgu3YXy34YL1Ji771Z94I3SwGyWHWDCiOs56o4Xh_zejg/viewform
Food for the Poor Sunday
Sunday, October 23 Pr. Bruce Potteiger from Food for the Poor will be in worship to
share about the ministry. St. Paul has supported Food for the Poor for many years. A
free-will offering will be collected for the ministry.
Reformation Sunday
Sunday, October 30 is Reformation Sunday. Remember to wear Red! During coffee
hour, we will put together bags of candy and church information to be given out at Trunk
or Treat.
Trunk or Treat
Halloween, Monday, October 31 from 6-7:30 is Trunk or Treat. Come and bring your
car, decorate your trunk and hand out candy to neighborhood kids. If you can’t make it
on Monday, please bring in candy.
All Saints’ Sunday
November 6 is all Saints Sunday. We will lift up the names of St. Paul members and
friends who have died in this last year. If you want to have a name lifted up (died this
last year or in the past), please give to Pastor Ashley.
Kid’s Sunday
Sunday, November 13 we will have the Early Childhood Learning Center students
singing and other youth will be participating in the worship service. There will be a freewill offering for the Outdoor Ministry of Florida. After worship will be a time of camp food
and games for all.
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The Rich Man and Lazarus
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Please remember in your prayers…
All those serving in the U.S. Military. The homeless in our neighborhood, our city, our nation and the world. The
Florida Bahamas Synod Office of the Bishop Staff: Bishop Pedro, Assistants to the Bishop Pastors Khader, Rob C.,
Rob R., and Deacon Connie, Specialists Kim, Brittney, and Stephen, Support Staff Tina, Yuliet , and Ileana.
SURE – Sarasota United for Responsibility and Equity, Community Meal and Food Pantry guests.
Our members, especially, Missy Craig, Myrna Dority, Daniel, Grace, Jay, & Kelley Eckert, Dale & Eileen Everhart.
Our preschool teachers and students especially, Nola, Camilo, and Lorraine, Ms. Zury and Ms. Katie.
Members
Lori Boller – granddaughter of
Linda and Jim Norris – family of
Dorothy Boller
Doris Schlotterback
Beetle Family
Buete and Pearson family– family of
Karen Paulsson – sister of Jim
John Beyer
Brian McCulley
Paulsson
Henry Blosser
Caroline Burmaster – sister-in-law of Terry Panthana – niece of Jean
Susan Burmaster
Susan Burmaster
Panthana
Sue Fisher
Kathleen Cannon – friend of
David Payn – friend of Susan
Bob Fong
Puckhabers
Burmaster
Jane French
Cayson Carter – friend of Hilleriches John Popielarsky – friend of Ethel
Carolyn Masters
Alice Chanover – friend of
Hamilton
Bruce & Cecilia Morvick
Puckhabers
Manny Rivas – friend of Cindy
Jean Panthana
Jessica Clements – friend of Kathie
Schlotterback
James Paulsson
Snyder
Candy Reimer – godmother of
John and Hannah Puckhaber
Rusty Corner and family- friend of
PrAshley
Rado Family
Susan Burmaster
Brian & Tommy Schlotterback—
Colleen Ryan
Mike Cunningham- friend of H.
sons of Doris Schlotterback
Susy Scholl
Roberts
Cynthia Lu Scholl – sister of Susy
Dave and Betty Smowton
Skylar Dickey – friend of Ethel
Scholl
Ginger Webb
Hamilton
Rob Scianni – Scianni’s son
Karin Zukowski
Cody Eddleman – husband of John
Clint Shantz- former member
Homebound Members
Beyer
Donna Shepherd - sister of Gail
Sharyn Brodnax
Kathy Gbur – friend of Ethel
Seyfarth
Donna Casala
Hamilton
Joan Simone – friend of the
Charles Kistner
Lily Gibson – niece of Susy Scholl
Puckhabers
Olive Lehman
David Jackerson – son of Susy
Bethany Smith – Smith’s daughter
June Manselle
Scholl
Timothy Smith—grandson of Ginny
Virginia McQuaig
Linda Jones – friend of Ethel
McQuaig
Michael Reiter
Hamilton
John Strahan –uncle of JoAnn
Carole Wilson
Kelly Kowalski – cousin of Debi
Jordan
Friends and Family
Rado
Noel Studenwalt – Smith’s nephew
Debbie – friend of Scherrs
Molly Lafferman – friend of the
Elaine & Mark VanderweightFred –brother-in-law of Rick Barry
Puckhabers
friends of Jim Paulsson
Ian – son of Michele Hilton
Jim & Kathleen Logan – brother and
David Weinberger – friend of
Judy– friend of Hilleriches
sister-in-law of Judy Carnal
Puckhabers
Kayla – niece of J. Roberts
Kenny Manselle—son of June
John and Janet Welther – family of
LaShonda – friend of J. Beyer
Manselle
Ethel Hamilton
Pete – son of Missy Craig
Ginny Marraccini – sister of Kathie
Dottie Lynne White – sister of Susy
Peter N. Adams – friend of Lindy
Snyder
Scholl
Lindemann
Shirley and Dan Martin - friends of
Matt Williamson – friend of Cindy
Clinton Allen – friend of Jim
Susy Scholl
Schlotterback
Paulsson
Marsha McKinney- former member
Judith Wismer – community meal
Steve Baker – friend of
Nora McQuaig – daughter of Ginny
guest
CindySchlotterback
McQuaig
Carl Zimmerman – friend of Jan
Geri Bandauski – sister of Dave
Pam Mills – sister of Daniel Mills
Kruse
Smowton
Kaye Mulgrew – sister of Nancy
Amy Zuccarello—daughter of Dcn.
Joyce Benton – sister of H. Roberts
Parmakian
Michele Hilton
Karla Benton – niece of the Roberts
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St. Paul Lutheran Church
and Early Childhood Learning Center
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
and the Florida-Bahamas Synod, established 1955
2256 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota, Florida 34239
Phone: 941.955.6479 Fax: 941.955.8600 ECLC Phone: 941.955.6480
Website: www.StPaulSarasota.org
Reverend Ashley Nicolls, Pastor – PrAshley1010@gmail.com
Tracy Bateman, Parish Administrator – stpaul-admin@verizon.net
John Ferreira, Director of Music Ministries—sjrnmd@comcast.net
Lisa McLean, ECLC Director--StPaul-eclc@verizon.net
Olivia Partington-Farrow, ECLC Assistant Director

Executive Committee
George Hutfilz, President
Marty Hillerich, Treasurer

Sue Scherr, Vice President
Sharon Wittren, Secretary

Council Congregation
Irene Felicetti
Carol Grosch
Marty Hillerich
George Hutfilz
Bob Lariviere
Daniel Mills
Pr. Ashley Nicolls
Judy Roberts
Sue Scherr
Susy Scholl
Sharon Wittren
Ron Zimmerman
Michele Hilton, Synod Parish Deacon
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