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February is the month about love.  In last year’s 
newsletter article I showed a similar image to this 
as my favorite image when I think about February, 
Valentine’s Day, and love.   

This year, the last Sunday of 
February (hopefully the Sunday you 
are receiving this) our scripture for 
the day is the scripture nicknamed 
the Love Chapter of 1 Corinthians, 
chapter 13.  

 During Christmastime I found an 
article on Facebook that took the 
Love chapter and put some other 
meanings behind the verses.  While 
it was meant for Christmastime, I 
think the ideas behind it could be 
used for any time.   

“If I decorate my house perfectly 
with plaid bows, strands of twinkling 
lights and shiny balls, but do not show love to my 
family, I’m just another decorator. 

If I slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of 
Christmas cookies, preparing gourmet meals and 
arranging a beautifully adorned table at mealtime, 
but do not show love to my family, I’m just another 
cook.   

If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing 
home and give all that I have to charity, but do not 
show love to my family, it profits me nothing.  

If I trim the spruce with shimmering angels and 
crocheted snowflakes, attend a myriad of holiday 
parties and sing in the choir’s cantata, but do not 
focus on those I love the most, I have missed the 
point.  

…In other words, 

Love stops the cooking to hug a child. 

Love sets aside the decorating to kiss the spouse. 

Love is kind, though harried and 
tired. 

Love doesn’t envy another’s home 
that has coordinated Christmas 
china and table linens. 

Love doesn’t yell at the kids to get 
out of the way, but is thankful they 
are there to be in the way. 

Love doesn’t give only to those who 
are able to give in return but 
rejoices in giving to those who can’t. 

Love bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all 
things. 

Love never fails.  

Video games will break, pearl necklaces will be lost, 
golf clubs will rust. 

But the gift of love will endure.   

May the God of love bless you this month of love 
and always.  

 
Take care and God bless, 
 

-PrAshley 

Greetings St. Paul Lutheran Church!   



 

 

Council News—February 
 
   

The Congregation Council met for its regular monthly meeting via 

Zoom, January 20, 2022. 

 

•  Ratified the December 23 email vote that Guitar Sarasota be 

permitted use of Fellowship Hall from 1 pm to 5 pm on 

January 22, February 19, March 19, and April 9. 

•  Ratified the December 30 email vote that $55,000 of Pastor 

Ashley Nicolls’ salary be designated as housing allowance. 

•  Approved 7:00 pm worship services on Ash Wednesday (March 

2), Maundy Thursday (April 14), and Good Friday (April 15). 

•  Approved a 7:00 am Sunrise Service and a 9:30 am service on 

Easter Sunday, April 17. 

•  Approved that the Worship and Music Committee and the 

Safety and Preparedness Committee decide on Lenten 

Services for the remaining Wednesdays, with or without food. 

An announcement will be made in February. These two 

committees have consulted since 2020 on Covid-19 status and 

restrictions and consider all updated information. 

•  Two voting members to the Synod Assembly will be elected at 

the Annual Meeting.  

  ~ The Executive Committee 

 

Message from the Church Office 
 
 

Pastor Ashley and the Parish Administrator will never email or text 
you asking for donations of money or gift cards. Please ignore these 
scammers. You should always contact the office if you are not sure. 

 MISSION STATEMENT   As a Holy Spirit-led family of God, we are called through Baptism to proclaim and bear witness to God’s reconciling 

grace in Jesus Christ to all; so that by joyfully sharing God’s Word and encouraging each other to service for the sake of others, our lives 

together make a difference for Christ and His kingdom. 

The Messenger is the 
newsletter of St. Paul 
Lutheran Church.  
 

Mailing address: 
2256 Bahia Vista St.,  

         Sarasota FL 34239-2499 
 

Telephone: 941-955-6479 Fax: 941-955-8600 
ECLC Preschool 941-955-6480 
Email: StPaul-Admin@verizon.net 
Preschool email: StPaul-ECLC@verizon.net 

Council email: StPaul-Council@verizon.net 

Pastor email: prashley1010@gmail.com  

Web site: www.StPaulSarasota.org 

Editor: Debi Rado 

St. Paul Lutheran Church is a member of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the 
Florida-Bahamas Synod, ELCA. 

Pastor: Rev. Ashley Nicolls 
 

Synod Parish Deacon: Michele Hilton 
 

Executive Committee 
George Hutfilz, president    
Sue Scherr, vice president 
Sharon Wittren, secretary 
Marty Hillerich, treasurer 
 

Congregation Council 
Irene Felicetti, Carol Grosch, Marty Hillerich, 
George Hutfilz, Bob Lariviere, Daniel Mills, 
Nancy Parmakian, Judy Roberts, Sue Scherr, 
Susy Scholl, Sharon Wittren, Ron Zimmerman, 
Pastor Ashley Nicolls 
 

Ministry Team Leaders 
Sharing & Caring – Jan Kruse 
Christian Education – Susy Scholl 
Communications – Debi Rado 
Early Childhood Learning Cntr – Marilyn Hutfilz 
Evangelism – Bob Lariviere 
Safety & Emergency Preparedness - C. Paxton 
Fellowship – Carol Grosch, Nancy Parmakian 
Finance – John McAuliffe 
Food Pantry – George Hutfilz 
Outreach Ministry Fund – Daniel Mills 
Property – Seeking volunteer leader 
Social – Judy Roberts 
Stewardship – George & Marilyn Hutfilz 
Worship and Music – Sharon Wittren 
Parish Administrator – Olfa Reyes 
Director of Music – John Ferreira 
 

The Messenger is published monthly and 
distributed without charge to St. Paul Lutheran 
congregation members and friends. 
 

Copyright © 2022 St. Paul Lutheran Church, 
Sarasota FL. Permission granted for 
reproduction of individual articles with credit to 
source. 
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ECLC News ~ February 2022 
 

Notes from the Directors  

     Love is in the air! Welcome to the third quarter of the school year, which means we are already starting 

to get geared up for the summer and next school year! Please stay tuned for rates and dates of our 

Summer Camp Program. 

     We received some exciting news! We applied for a Grant in September 2021 for funds to help towards 

our Staff and school growth. We received an email in the middle of January that we were approved for the 

Grant! 

     We are also very excited about a project that is underway for our playground. We have a Eagle Scout 

who is building an arch for the bike path for the students! 

 

Family of the Month 
     Congrats to our February family of the month; the  Savoca family! Vivi is in Room 
3 and Henry is in Room 2. We appreciate you and everything you do for our school! 
 

Teacher of the Month 
     Congrats to Ms. Kiley in Room 1! We are so thankful to have 
such a hard working teacher. Ms. Kiley dos so much to help out 
in all of our classrooms. Please take a moment to congratulate her! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ECLC Upcoming Important Dates 

• 100th Day of School Celebration   • Feb. 14—Valentines Day (wear red, pink, or purple) 
• Feb. 1—Ice Cream Truck    • Feb. 21—No School on President’s Day 
• Feb. 4—Story Time Soccer Trial   • Summer Camp Registration begins 
 
 
 

 
 

Congratulations  

 
 
Matt Miller, coach and owner of The Dog Pound, is this year’s winner of 
the St. Paul Fellowship Fantasy Football League. This makes three years in 
a row he has achieved this honor. Brian McCulley was second place and JD 
Miller came in third place. 
 
People interested in joining us in this fun league should contact Barry 
Smith @ 947-726-9276 or email generals58owls59@aol.com.  
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God’s Work. Our Hands. 

Come join us to socialize, have fun, and make a 
difference in the world.  

We fill small bags with seeds which will be sent to 
several countries so families can grow their own 
food. 

We gather the third Monday of every month. 
Come when you can, leave when you must. The 
next gathering will be Monday, February 21, 1-3p. 

 

Thank You Mail 

 
Hello Pastor Ashley, 

 Just checking in to say Merry Christmas and THANK YOU all for that St Paul is doing in 

support of our programs and those we serve. You are truly a blessing! 

 With the funds donated by your church and doubled by Flanzer Trust this Christmas, we put 

together almost 30 welcome baskets for our refugee clients in Sarasota which contained 

household essentials such as dishes, toiletries, sheets, towels, soap/detergent, and more all 

stuffed into a laundry basket. We couldn’t have done it without St. Paul! The group picture is 

what it looked like after we made a massive shopping trip to Walmart.  

 Have a wonderful new year! 

 Gratefully, 

Ross Deitrich | Director of Development 

Lutheran Services Florida 

Cell:  (813) 599-0380 

3627 W. Waters Ave., Tampa, FL  33614 
www.lsfnet.org 

Hope Seeds Ministry 

http://www.lsfnet.org/
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In-person Bible Study 
 

Bible Study: Fun and Challenging. And there's a 
seat for you! 

In-Person Bible Study continues each Wednesday 
evening from 6-7 p.m. Masks and distance seating 
are optional. 

We are using the book, The Hope of Glory, 
Reflections on the Last Words of Jesus from the 
Cross, by Jon Meacham, an exciting, moving and 
thought provoking look at the seven last words of 
Jesus. 

You are sure to grow 
in the spirit! 

Participation and 
class preparation are 
optional , really. 
So come, sit, listen, 
and share if you like. 
Either way, we hope 
to see you there! 

 

 

Talking with God 
 

As people of faith it is quite natural that we talk to 
God. In quiet moments, in moments of uncertainty 
or challenge, and in times of joy. It is part of our 
worship and helps us grow personally and 
communally in our relationship with Jesus.  

I would like to invite you to join a group of us that 
gather every Thursday at 4p via Zoom.  

We talk, share our lives, joys, concerns, and we 
pray. No stress and easy to be part of! Follow the 

link below (it is the same every 
week) or email Kimberly Heindl for 
an invitation: 
kaheindl@comcast.net. 

If you are not able to join us, 
please do take a moment in your 
day to be with us in spirit. 

Topic: St Paul Prayer Zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81662784525?
pwd=QSt4TGNSR2F3L0ovUDJ3SVdWbjRYUT09 

Meeting ID: 816 6278 4525 

Passcode: 628552 

 

Son  Day School 
 

This new group has transitioned back to a Zoom 

meeting on each Monday at 6p due to recent Covid

-19 spikes. It will return to Sunday’s when Social & 

Coffee Hour resumes. 

Join this group and reflect on Sunday’s worship 

readings, sermon, and whatever else! (Contact the 

office to get the Zoom link.) A great way to start the 

week. Led by Susy Scholl. 

Topic: St Paul Son-day School 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81661402352?
pwd=MitKUmhLbXhKTCsrT0tuVVZqblpHQT09 
 
Meeting ID: 816 6140 2352 
Passcode: 821706  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Annual Pet Blessing will be held in the Pet 
Memorial Garden (by the fountain) at 11a on 
Saturday, February 5, 2022. 

All well behaved pets must be either on a leash or 
in a carrier/cage. Contact the office if you have any 
questions 941-955-6479. 

 

Shrove Saturday 
 

This pre-Lenten event, normally held on the 
Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, will be held on the 
Saturday before, Feb. 26,  to accommodate the 
Community Meals program. More info to follow as 
we continue to monitor the Covid status—stay 
tuned! 

mailto:kaheindl@comcast.net?subject=Zoom%20Prayer
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81662784525?pwd=QSt4TGNSR2F3L0ovUDJ3SVdWbjRYUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81662784525?pwd=QSt4TGNSR2F3L0ovUDJ3SVdWbjRYUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81661402352?pwd=MitKUmhLbXhKTCsrT0tuVVZqblpHQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81661402352?pwd=MitKUmhLbXhKTCsrT0tuVVZqblpHQT09


 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Feb 1 - Virginia Webb 

Feb 4 - Gail Seyfarth 

Feb 5 - Robert Fong 

Feb 7 - Lori Fountain Guillaume 

Feb 9 - Doris Schlotterback 

Feb 11 - Chris Savoca 

Feb 14 - Carolyn Masters 

Feb 17 - Ashley Dennis 

Feb 18 - Avery Miller (child) 

Feb 18 - Carole Wilson 

Feb 20 - Debi Rado 

Feb 26 - Joan Scianni 

Feb 26 - Alexandra Wise 

Feb 27 - Helen Foster 

Feb 27 - Maren Miller (child) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Feb 9 - Marilyn & George Hutfilz 

 

 

The Annual Meeting of the St. Paul congregation will be held after the 
worship service on Sunday, February 27, 2022. 

All members are encouraged to attend to meet the quorum needed. 
This is your chance to ask questions and make comments. 

 

 

Luther Springs 2022 Programs 
 
There is something for everyone – retreats for 
elementary, confirmation, high school, and college 
students; men’s retreat and work weekend; a 
women’s renewal retreat; a quilters’ retreat; and 
respite retreats (both with programming and 
without) for rostered ministers and church 
professionals. Please note that students stay in Morgan Village 
cabins (linens not provided). Adults coming as chaperones or for 
their own retreats will stay in Kuehner Center motel-style rooms 
(linens provided). 

For more information and to register for any of our retreats, please 
go to https://luthersprings.org/fall-and-spring-programs/ or call the 
registration office at 828-209-6302. 

FROM YOUR FINANCE COMMITTEE  

Report for year-to-date as of December 31, 2021 

 Actual Budget 

Income:  $ 313,461.91  $ 346,970.00  

Expenses:  $ 332,018.44   $ 346,957.00  

St. Paul net $ (18,556.53 ) $ 13.00   

ECLC net position $ 55,032.06  $ (20,675.41 ) 
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Because of your joyful participation 
and your generous giving, St. Paul was 
able to send a donation of $3,959.00 
to the ELCA Good Gifts program.  

Donations from our church family and 
guests totaled $2,209.00 and 
matching funds of $750.00 from the 
OMF and $1,000.00 from an 
anonymous donor rounded out the 
total. The ELCA World Hunger program will use 
these gifts from St. Paul to supply the following to 
be distributed around the globe to our brothers 
and sisters who struggle to meet their basic needs: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many of you have asked where these animals and 
supplies go. This is the Good Gifts statement on 
the website www. goodgifts.elca.org: 
 
3. Where your money goes 
 
Every project in every community starts with 
listening. We believe that our congregations, 
companion churches and partners know their 
communities best. That’s why they identify the 
needs and priorities in their communities, as well 
as the solutions they believe will make the biggest 
impact. 
 
The items in this catalog are real examples from 

projects currently supported through 
different  churchwide ministries. The 
projects have been planned by our 
partners – meaning that each 
community receives exactly the kind of 
support they need and none of what 
they don’t. 
Your donation will be used where it is 
needed most within the wider category 
of each gift you’ve selected. (For 
example, a gift of vaccinations may be 

used to support other health care initiatives.) This 
allows our church to stay adaptive, flexible and 
effective in the work that we do. Because we seek 
to honor your generosity and keep administrative 
costs low, we do not track individual financial gifts 
to specific families or locations in the U.S. or 
abroad. More than 85 percent of your gifts directly 
support our programs. Less than 15 percent is 
used for administration and fundraising. 
 
Thanks to all who made this project a success! The 
spirit of giving does wonderful things for all of us. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
 ~ St. Paul Social Ministry Team ~ 

Piglets 12 

Brood of chicks 10 

Colonies of honeybees 15 

Rooster 1 

Goats 5 

Pairs of Goats 

Fruit tree farm 

Community vegetable garden 

7 

1 

1 

School fees and uniforms for girls 3 

School supplies for a child 

School supplies for a classroom 

1 

1 

Vaccinations for a child 10 

Bible 2 

Water filter 
Latrine 

1 

1 

Feed a Refugee Family for one week 1 

Feed 50 at a soup kitchen 

Computer for a community center 
1 

1 

A Big Thank You for Your Generosity! 
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Updated Covid Policy of St. Paul 
 

Current data from the CDC and our local health department, shows the rapid spread and large number 
of cases in our community caused by the Omicron variant, as well as the continued spread of the Delta 
variant.  Hospitalizations are on the rise, which includes unvaccinated and vaccinated individuals.  The 
current positivity rate is fast approaching 20%, well over the 10% threshold.  An article published in the 
Sarasota Herald Tribune on December 27, states the following:  “Sarasota County’s Covid-19 cases up 
224.6% and Florida’s cases up 332.9%”.  This surge is most likely due to holiday gatherings and travel, 
which do not include the upcoming New Year’s celebrations. In addition, the church was informed 
earlier this week that an individual who attended the 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service developed Covid 
symptoms two days later and tested positive. The virus is definitely in our midst.  

 Because of the rapid spread and increase in cases from this ongoing pandemic, we once again need to 
take steps to keep our church family and guests safe while attending worship services.  The mitigation 
guidelines listed below will be in place for the duration of this current wave of infection.    

 Beginning Sunday, January 2, 2022, the following guidelines will be in place on the St. Paul campus:  

 Medical grade masks (surgical, N95, KN95, KN94) are strongly recommended   

Social distancing is a must, refrain from sitting with someone outside your household and from 
shaking hands and hugging.  

Frequent use of hand sanitizer is encouraged.  

Communion will revert back to use of the kits while staying seated in the pews.  

Coffee & Social Hour following the worship service is temporarily suspended.  

When visiting the church office, masks will be required.  

If you are at high risk, online worship is encouraged.  

If you do not feel well, for example, you have a sore throat or cough, stay home.  

 Let’s continue to care for ourselves and others by following the guidance above until it is safe to once 
again relax some of the restrictions.  We continue to pray for all who have lost loved ones and who are 
suffering from Covid-19.  

Safety and Emergency Preparedness Ministry Team  
Worship and Music Ministry Team  
St. Paul Lutheran Church Council  
 
 
 

Florida-Bahamas E-Spirit News—diakonia 
 
With the New Year comes New Year’s Resolutions. Why not add diakonia to your list of 

resolutions? 

 Are you feeling like God might be moving you towards a deeper understanding in your 

faith journey? Check out the diakonia program; try a class, you can jump in at any time.  

 It’s very simple to try a diakonia class… and you can do everything from home. Just go 

to diakoniafl.org, click on the Student Home Page, scroll to the bottom and grab an 

application. If you have additional questions and to chat about the program, 

contact micheleahilton@aol.com.  

http://diakoniafl.org/
mailto:micheleahilton@aol.com


 

 

St. Paul Calendar of Events • February 2022 
 

5:30P 
 
 

8:00A 
6:00P 
6:00P 
7:00P 

 
 

4:00P 
 
 

9:30A 
6:30P 

 
 

9:00A 
10:00A 
11:00A 

 
 

6:00P 
7:15P 

 
 
 

2:00P 
5:30P 

 
 

8:00A 
6:00P 
6:00P 
7:00P 

 
 

NOON 
1:00P 
4:00P 

FEB 1 TUES 
COMMUNITY MEAL 
 
FEB 2 WED 
PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS 
HANDBELL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
IN-PERSON BIBLE STUDY 
CHOIR REHEARSAL 
 
FEB 3 THURS 
PRAYER TEAM MEETS-ZOOM 
 
FEB 4 FRI 
FOOD PANTRY PACKING 
DOMINOES NIGHT/FELL. HALL 
 
FEB 5 SAT 
FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
MUSICIAN REHEARSAL 
PET BLESSING 
 
FEB 7 MON 
SON DAY SCHOOL-ZOOM 
WORSHIP & MUSIC MTG 
 
FEB 8 TUES 
MINISTRY REPORTS DUE 
EVANGELISM TEAM MTG 
COMMUNITY MEAL 
 
FEB 9 WED 
PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS 
HANDBELL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
IN-PERSON BIBLE STUDY 
CHOIR REHEARSAL 
 
FEB 10 THURS 
FINANCE TEAM MEETING 
EXECUTIVE TEAM MEETS 
PRAYER TEAM MEETS-ZOOM 

 
9:30A 

 
 

9:00A 
10:00A 

 
 
 

6:00P 
6:30P 

 
 
 

9:30A 
5:30P 

 
 

8:00A 
6:00P 
6:00P 
7:00P 

 
 

NOON 
4:00P 
6:30P 

 
 

9:30A 
 
 

9:00A 
10:00A 

1:00P 
 
 

1:00P 
6:00P 

 FEB 11 FRI 
FOOD PANTRY PACKING 
 
FEB 12 SAT 
FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
MUSICIAN REHEARSAL 
 
FEB 14 MON 
VALENTINE’S DAY 
SON DAY SCHOOL-ZOOM 
GUITAR SARASOTA 
 
FEB 15 TUES 
MESSENGER DEADLINE 
ECLC BOARD MTG 
COMMUNITY MEAL 
 
FEB 16 WED 
PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS 
HANDBELL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
IN-PERSON BIBLE STUDY 
VOCAL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
 
FEB 17 THURS 
PRAYER SHAWL MIN/FELL. HALL 
PRAYER TEAM MEETS-ZOOM 
COUNCIL MEETING 
 
FEB 18 FRI 
FOOD PANTRY BAGGING 
 
FEB 19 SAT 
FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
MUSICIAN REHEARSAL 
GUITAR SARASOTA 
 
FEB 21 MON 
HOPE SEEDS 
SON DAY SCHOOL-ZOOM 

 
5:30P 

 
 

8:00A 
6:00P 
6:00P 
7:00P  

 
 

4:00P 
 
 

9:30A 
 
 

9:00A 
10:00A 

TBA 
 
 

10:30A 
 
 
 

6:00P 

FEB 22 TUES 
COMMUNITY MEAL 
 
FEB 23 WED 
PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS 
IN-PERSON BIBLE STUDY 
BELL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
CHOIR REHEARSAL 
 
FEB 24 THURS 
PRAYER TEAM MEETS-ZOOM 
 
FEB 25 FRI 
FOOD PANTRY BAGGING 
 
FEB 26 SAT 
FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
MUSICIAN REHEARSAL 
SHROVE SATURDAY 
 
FEB 27 SUN 
ANNUAL MEETING 
(AFTER WORSHIP) 
 
FEB 28 MON 
SON DAY SCHOOL-ZOOM 
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Did You Know? Valentine's Day 

 

Valentine's Day, also called Saint Valentine's Day or the Feast of Saint Valentine, is celebrated annually 

on February 14. It originated as a Christian feast day honoring one or two early Christian 

martyrs named Saint Valentine and, through later folk traditions, has become a significant cultural, 

religious, and commercial celebration of romance and love in many regions of the world. 

There are a number of martyrdom stories associated with various Valentines connected to February 

14,  including an account of the imprisonment of Saint Valentine of Rome for ministering to 

Christians persecuted under the Roman Empire in the third century. According to an early tradition, 

Saint Valentine restored sight to the blind daughter of his jailer. Numerous later additions to the legend 

have better related it to the theme of love: an 18th-century embellishment to the legend claims he 

wrote the jailer's daughter a letter signed "Your Valentine" as a farewell before his execution; another 

addition posits that Saint Valentine performed weddings for Christian soldiers who were forbidden to 

marry. 

The Feast of Saint Valentine was established by Pope Gelasius I in AD 496 to be celebrated on February 

14 in honour of Saint Valentine of Rome, who died on that date in AD 269. The day became associated 

with romantic love in the 14th and 15th centuries when notions of courtly love flourished, apparently by 

association with the "lovebirds" of early spring. In 18th-century England, it grew into an occasion in 

which couples expressed their love for each other by presenting flowers, offering confectionery, and 

sending greeting cards (known as "valentines"). Valentine's Day symbols that are used today include the 

heart-shaped outline, doves, and the figure of the winged Cupid. Since the 19th century, handwritten 

valentines have given way to mass-produced greeting cards. In Italy, Saint Valentine's Keys are given to 

lovers "as a romantic symbol and an invitation to unlock the giver's heart", as well as to children to ward 

off epilepsy (called Saint Valentine's Malady).[12] 

Saint Valentine's Day is not a public holiday in any country, although it is an official feast day in the 

Anglican Communion and the Lutheran Church. Many parts of the Eastern Orthodox Church also 

celebrate Saint Valentine's Day on July 6 in honor of Roman presbyter Saint Valentine, and on July 30 in 

honor of Hieromartyr Valentine, the Bishop of Interamna (modern Terni).      ~ Wikipedia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_martyrs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_martyrs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Valentine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romance_(love)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romance_(love)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persecution_of_Christians_in_the_Roman_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Gelasius_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Courtly_love
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_selection_in_birds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cupid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Valentine%27s_Key
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epilepsy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valentine%27s_Day#cite_note-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hieromartyr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terni
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“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all 
comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble, with the comfort 

we ourselves have received from God.” 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 

• All those serving in the U.S. Military. • The homeless in our neighborhood, our city, our nation and the world.  
• The Florida Bahamas Synod Office of the Bishop Staff:  Bishop Pedro, Assistants to the Bishop Pastors Khader, 
Rob C., Rob R., and Deacon Connie, Specialists Jim and Marina, Support Staff Tina, Yuliet, Kim, and Ileana. • SURE – 
Sarasota United for Responsibility and Equity. • Our Members, and our preschool teachers and students.  
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Rev. Ashley Nicolls, Pastor 
 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30a Service of Worship In-person 
9:30a Service of Worship on Facebook Live 
 

St. Paul Mission Prayer 
 

God of grace and love, you created us as your children 
and have brought us to St. Paul Lutheran Church. We are 

not perfect people, but this church is the perfect place 
for imperfect people. Thank you for your grace through 

Christ given to us. You call us to proclaim to everyone we 
meet that your grace is for them too. As a Holy Spirit-led 
family of God, we ask you to help us joyfully share your 
word and serve your people, so that together our lives 

make a difference in your kingdom here on earth. 
Strengthen us in our mission together; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 


