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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
9:30a Service of Worship  

Pastor ~ Reverend Ashley Nicolls 

Welcome!  

May God’s grace continue to 
overflow to and through you. 

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church.  

We hope you will use this bulletin during the week to have a song to 

sing, prayers to pray and give comfort, whether you are worshipping 

in person or from home on your electronic devices. 

Please know that although not all of us are physically together to 

worship, our Lord is still with us. We give thanks for those who do 

attend in-person, but also this technology that allows us to share the 

bulletin, record the service of worship and post to our website. 

Our Tuesday community meals are still on and so are the Saturday 

Food Pantrys. Please continue to bring in supplies for these ministries. 

Your offerings during this time are especially appreciated as our 

ministries still continue. They can be made via online giving, given on 

Sunday morning, mailed to the church or dropped off during our 

normal office hours Monday-Friday • 9a-12noon.  

May God bless you and give you peace.   
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Welcome/Announcements 
 

Prelude 
                                                                 “Largo”                                            Henri Eccles                                                

John Ferreira 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever.  Response: Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Response: Amen. 

Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. (silence) 

Pastor: Most merciful God, 

Response: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

Pastor: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 

us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy 

Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  Response: Amen. 
 

 

Gathering Hymn 
The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done 

Verses 1, 2, 5 
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Prayer of the Day 
Pastor:  Let us pray.  

Response: O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. 

Pour into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your 

Spirit, we may know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen.   
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Special Music 
                                               “My Lord, What a Morning”                        arr. Jay Althouse 

St. Paul Singers 

 

Scripture ~ Acts 11:1-18 

In defense of his earlier baptism of non-Jewish believers, Peter demonstrates to the members of 

the Jerusalem church that God’s intention to love Gentiles as well as Jews is revealed in Jesus’ 

testimony. In this way the mission to the Gentiles is officially authorized. 
 

1Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also 

accepted the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 

believers criticized him, 3saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with 

them?” 4Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5“I was in the city 

of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet 

coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to 

me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds 

of the air. 7I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I replied, 

‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9But a 

second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not 

call profane.’ 10This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to 

heaven. 11At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the 

house where we were. 12The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction 

between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the 

man’s house. 13He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, 

‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14he will give you a message by 

which you and your entire household will be saved.’ 15And as I began to speak, the Holy 

Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16And I remembered the 

word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we 

believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” 18When they 

heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even 

to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 

Word of God.  Word of Life.  Response: Thanks be to God. 

 

Scripture ~ Psalm 148 
1Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise God in the heights. 
2Praise the Lord, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
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3Praise the Lord, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars. 
4Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens. 
5Let them praise the name of the Lord, who commanded, and they were created, 
6who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall not pass 

away.  
7Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps; 
8fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
9mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 
10wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; 
11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world; 
12young men and maidens, old and young together.  
13Let them praise the name of the Lord, whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is 

over earth and heaven. 
14The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful 

servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah!  
 

Scripture ~ Revelation 21:1-6 

John’s vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age has dawned; God dwells with us 

already. Yet we wait for the time when the tears that cloud our vision will be wiped away. Then we 

will see the new heaven, new earth, and new Jerusalem. 
 

1I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I 

heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He 

will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; 4he will 

wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain 

will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 5And the one who was seated on 

the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these 

words are trustworthy and true.” 6Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the 

Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the 

spring of the water of life.” 
 

Word of God.  Word of Life.  Response: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel ~ John 13:31-35 
After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his betrayer, Jesus 
speaks of his glorification on the cross. This deep complicated love of Jesus, even to death on 
the cross, will be the distinctive mark of Jesus’ community. 
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Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 13th chapter.  
Response: Glory to you, O Lord. 
31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God 

has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in 

himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You 

will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you 

cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I 

have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you 

are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.  Response: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon ~ Pr. Ashley Nicolls 
 
 

Hymn of the Day 
A New Commandment 

(sing through once and repeat first two lines) 
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Nicene Creed 
Assisting Minister: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith together with 

the Nicene Creed. 

Response: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the 

only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 

from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became 

truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 

and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 

end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 

and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the Church  
Assisting Minister: Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of 

resurrection for the church, people in need, and all of creation. A brief silence. 
 

Assisting Minister: Loving God, lead us to follow your Spirit, rather than our own 

prejudices or desires, as the church cares for one another. Response: Open us to 

perceive your gifts in those we least expect. Assisting Minister: God, in your mercy, 

Response: hear our prayer. 
 

Assisting Minister: Inspire us to praise you through the beauty and majesty of the natural 

world around us. Response:  Urge us toward more deliberate care of the world you 

have made. Assisting Minister: God, in your mercy, Response: hear our prayer. 
 

Assisting Minister: Humble the rulers of nations before your splendor.   

Response: Direct them to the people who need their attention most, and turn them 

from the temptation to hoard wealth or power.  Assisting Minister: God, in your 

mercy, Response: hear our prayer.  
 

Assisting Minister: Hasten to dwell among those who are in pain or distress.  

Response: As Christ enters our deepest suffering, remain with those experiencing 

despair and great need. Assisting Minister: Be especially with those we name now 

aloud or in our hearts. (pause)  Assisting Minister: God, in your mercy, Response: hear 

our prayer. 
 

Assisting Minister: Place holy love at the center of all our relationships and 

communities. Response:   By your love heal us, convict us, and renew us. Bring an 

end to racism in our churches and communities. Let everyone know your 

goodness by the love we show one another. Assisting Minister: God, in your mercy, 

Response: hear our prayer. 
 

Assisting Minister: Give us a place in the diverse company of your beloved 

saints.  Response:  Teach us the value of each person’s identity, and bless us with 

a shared identity as your children, kindred of Christ. Assisting Minister: God, in your 

mercy, Response: hear our prayer. 
 

Assisting Minister: In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by 

your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Response: Amen.   
  

The Peace 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.   

Response: And also with you. 
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Offering 
(The collection plates can be found at the back of the sanctuary.   

Please place your offerings there as you leave worship. 
Online giving at www.stpaulsarasota.org is also available.) 

 

Offering Prayer 

Assisting Minister: Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together 

in your peaceable reign, and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through 

this meal, and show us your wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and 

believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Response: Amen. 

Spiritual Communion Prayer 
Pastor: My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I love 

You above all things and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now 

receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if 

You were already there, and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be 

separated from You. Amen. 

Holy Communion 
(Those who want to partake of Christ’s body and blood through the bread and 

wine/grape juice in their seats may lift up their elements at this time) 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 

me.  

Response: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  
 

 

Lord’s Prayer  
Pastor:  Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray.   

Response: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.   
 

http://www.stpaulsarasota.org/
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Invitation to Communion   
Pastor:  The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, 
come. 
Response: Thanks be to God.  
Pastor: Those who wish to remain at their seats to partake of Christ’s body and blood in 
the bread and wine/grape juice may do so.  The body and blood of Christ is given and 
shed for you.  Take and eat.  Take and drink.  Those who wish to come forward to the 
altar may do so at this time. 
 

Post Communion Blessing   
Pastor: Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace now and forever. Response: Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion  
Assisting Minister: We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have 
tasted the new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from 
this table as witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in 
Jesus’ name. 
Response:  Amen. 

 

Blessing  
Pastor: God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of 

adoption,☩ bless you now and forever. 

Response: Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn 
Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 

Verses 1, 3, 4
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Dismissal  
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Response: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Pastor: Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
Response: Thanks be to God.   
Pastor: And all God’s children say, Response: Amen 
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Postlude 
                                                     “Be of Good Courage”                         Georg Tellemann 

John Ferreira 

Attendance for Last Sunday: 65 in-person; 82 views (as of 5/11/22) 

Flowers are given by Ron Zimmerman in memory of sister Carol Zimmerman 

Bulletins are given by Olfa Reyes in thanksgiving for servant volunteers Marty Hillerich, 

Jan Kruse, Judy Carnal, George Hutfilz, Sharon Wittren, John McAuliffe, Marilyn Hutfilz, 

and Debi Rado.   

Eternal Candle is given by Ethel Hamilton in memory of husband Bruce.   

 

St. Paul Mission Statement 
As a Holy Spirit-led family of God, we are called through baptism to proclaim and bear 

witness to God’s reconciling grace in Jesus Christ to all so that by joyfully sharing God’s 
Word and encouraging each other to service for the sake of others, our lives together 

make a difference for Christ and His kingdom.  
 

Announcements 
New Member Reception – Today 
We have had several people join St. Paul during Covid and we never had a reception for 
them.  The official Lutheran welcome is not complete without a reception ☺  Please stay 
after worship on May 15 to help celebrate our new members.  Jim and Margaret Bull, 
Robyn Wood, Euder Paul, Deborah Barc, Hank Roberts, Irene Felicetti, Carol Grosch, 
Lindy Lindemann, Michael Flanigan, and JoAnn Jordan.   
 
Saturday, May 21  
A potluck and variety show to honor Jane French.  Don’t miss this event.  
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Please remember in your prayers… 
All those serving in the U.S. Military. The homeless in our neighborhood, our city, our nation and the world. The 
Florida Bahamas Synod Office of the Bishop Staff:  Bishop Pedro, Assistants to the Bishop Pastors Khader, Rob C., 
Rob R., and Deacon Connie, Specialist Kim, Support Staff Tina, Yuliet , and Ileana.  
SURE – Sarasota United for Responsibility and Equity.  
Our Members, especially, Carolyn and Thad Masters, Anna-Sofie Mathisen, John McAuliffe and Michele Hilton.  
Our preschool teachers and students, especially, Jax, Summer, and Adelyn,  Ms Sierra and Ms. Allie.  

Members 

Beetle Family 
John Beyer 
Henry Blosser 
Susan Burmaster 
Sue Fisher 
Bob Fong 
Jane French 
Joan Hellwege 
Carolyn Masters 
Carolyn Mele 
Cecilia Morvick 
Jean Panthana 
Euder Paul 
James Paulsson 
John Puckhaber 
Susy Scholl 
Dave and Betty Smowton 
Ginger Webb 
Karin Zukowski 
Homebound Members 
Sharyn Brodnax 
Donna Casala 
Charles Kistner 
Olive Lehman 
June Manselle 
Virginia McQuaig 
Ann Olsen 
Michael Reiter 
Carole Wilson 
Friends and Family  
Cammy – Hellwege’s friends 
daughter 
Ian – Michele Hilton’s son 
Jason & Samantha – Debi Rado’s 
son and daughter-in-law 
Judy– friend of Hilleriches 
Kayla – niece of J. Roberts 
Kiley – ECLC teacher 
LaShonda – friend of J. Beyer 
Pete – son of Missy Craig 
Clinton Allen – friend of Jim 
Paulsson  
Arleen Austin – former Parish 
Administrator 
 

Steve Baker – friend of 
CindySchlotterback 
Geri Bandauski – sister of Dave 
Smowton 
Joyce Benton – sister of H. Roberts 
Karla Benton – niece of the Roberts 
Sherri, Greg, and Rebecca Buete – 
family of Brian McCulley 
Caroline Burmaster – Susan 
Burmaster’s sister-in-law 
Kathleen Cannon – friend of 
Puckhabers 
Cayson Carter – friend of Hilleriches 
Alice Chanover – friend of 
Puckhabers 
Jessica Clements – friend of Kathie 
Snyder 
Rusty Corner and family- friend of 
Susan Burmaster 
Skylar Dickey – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Cody Eddleman – husband of John 
Beyer 
Kathy Gbur – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Lily Gibson – Susy Scholl’s niece 
David Jackerson – son of Susy 
Scholl 
Carolyn Jacobson – regular attender 
Linda Jones – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Kelly Kowalski – cousin of Debi 
Rado 
Molly Lafferman – friend of the 
Puckhabers 
Kenny Manselle—son of June 
Manselle 
Ginny Marraccini – sister of Kathie 
Snyder 
Shirley and Dan Martin - friends of 
Susy Scholl 
Marsha McKinney- former member 
Nora McQuaig – daughter of Ginny 
McQuaig 
Pam Mills – sister of Daniel Mills 
Linda and Jim Norris – family of 
Doris Schlotterback 

Karen Paulsson – sister of Jim 
Paulsson 
Terry Panthana – niece of Jean 
Panthana 
Vicki & Ken Pearson – family of 
Brian McCulley 
John Popielarsky – friend of Ethel 
Hamilton 
Manny Rivas – friend of Cindy 
Schlotterback 
Candy Reimer – godmother of 
PrAshley 
Brian & Tommy Schlotterback—
sons of Doris Schlotterback  
Cynthia Lu Scholl – sister of Susy 
Scholl 
Rob Scianni – Scianni’s son 
Clint Shantz- former member 
Donna Shepherd  - sister of Gail 
Seyfarth 
Joan Simone – friend of the 
Puckhabers 
Bethany Smith – Smith’s daughter 
Timothy Smith—grandson of Ginny 
McQuaig 
Dave Spitler – former St. Paul 
member 
Noel Studenwalt – Smith’s nephew 
Brian Sullivan – friend of John 
Ferreira 
Pr. Lyle Truitt – former pastor at St. 
Paul 
Elaine & Mark Vanderweight- 
friends of Jim Paulsson 
Rich Weckwerth – seasonal 
attender 
David Weinberger – friend of 
Puckhabers 
John and Janet Welther – family of 
Ethel Hamilton 
Matt Williamson – friend of Cindy 
Schlotterback 
Carl Zimmerman – friend of Jan 
Kruse 
Amy Zuccarello—daughter of Dcn. 
Michele Hilton 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
and Early Childhood Learning Center 

 

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

and the Florida-Bahamas Synod, established 1955 

2256 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota, Florida 34239 

Phone: 941.955.6479   Fax: 941.955.8600   ECLC Phone: 941.955.6480 

Website: www.StPaulSarasota.org 

 

Reverend Ashley Nicolls, Pastor – PrAshley1010@gmail.com 

 Olfa Reyes—StPaul-admin@verizon.net 

John Ferreira, Director of Music Ministries—sjrnmd@comcast.net 

Lisa McLean, ECLC Director--StPaul-eclc@verizon.net 

Olivia Partington-Farrow, ECLC Assistant Director 

 

Executive Committee 
George Hutfilz, President      Sue Scherr, Vice President      

 Marty Hillerich, Treasurer      Sharon Wittren, Secretary  
 

Council Congregation 
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