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From Pastor Ashley
I Stand by the Door
by Sam Shoemaker

Greetings St. Paul!
When I was in elementary
school, there were ‘jobs’
students could do to help out. We had student
crossing patrols who would help students cross
the streets safely (I now think that is crazy that we
have kids doing that, but it is a smaller town I grew
up in). We had bus callers who got to go on the
intercom and say what bus number was ready to
pick up students. (I really wanted that job but
never got it.) And I’m sure there were other jobs I
can’t think of right now. But what I did – that
wasn’t an official job when I started doing it – was
opening the door for everyone who came into or
left the building. I would get to the school earlier
and stay later than most kids because my mom
was a teacher at the school. I came and left with
her. So I just started opening the door for people.
It then became a job that a student could do. I was
still one of them that did it among others, even
though I really wanted to be the bus caller. (LOL)
I guess I learned from a very young age, once you
start something it’s hard to give it up even if there
are other things you may want to do. I’m sure
there is a lesson in that and even the typical
church joke that once you start on a committee it’s
a lifetime commitment.
But really why I shared this story is because of a
poem that I read on a Facebook page that got me
thinking about being a door-opener. And it makes
me feel good about being the door opener rather
than the bus caller.
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I stand by the door.
I neither go too far in, nor stay too far out.
The door is the most important door in the world It is the door through which [humans] walk when
they find God.
There is no use my going way inside and staying
there,
When so many are still outside and they, as much
as I,
Crave to know where the door is.
And all that so many ever find
Is only the wall where the door ought to be.
They creep along the wall like blind men [and
women],
With outstretched, groping hands,
Feeling for a door, knowing there must be a door,
Yet they never find it.
So I stand by the door.
The most tremendous thing in the world
Is for [humans] to find that door - the door to God.
The most important thing that any [hu]man can do
Is to take hold of one of those blind, groping
hands
And put it on the latch - the latch that only clicks
And opens to the [hu]man's own touch.
[Humans] die outside the door, as starving
beggars die
On cold nights in cruel cities in the dead of winter.
Die for want of what is within their grasp.
They live on the other side of it - live because they
have not found it.
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The Congregation Council met for its regular monthly meeting via
Zoom, October 20, 2022.
Approved calling a Special Congregation Meeting for Sunday,
November 6, 2022, following the Worship Service. The purpose
of this meeting is for the congregation to approve a contract with
Kimco Construction for the renovation of the Education Building.
Ratified the change of the date of a Special Congregation
Meeting from October 9, 2022, to October 16, 2022, due to
Hurricane Ian.
Approved calling a Special Congregation Meeting for Sunday,
December 11, 2022, following the Worship Service to vote on
slates for Congregation Council vacancies, 2023 Nominating
Committee and to approve the 2023 Proposed Spending Plan.

Message from the Church Office
Pastor Ashley and the Parish Administrator will never email or text
you asking for donations of money or gift cards. Please ignore
these scammers. You should always contact the office if you are not
sure.

Synod Parish Deacon: Michele Hilton
Executive Committee
George Hutfilz, president
Sue Scherr, vice president
Sharon Wittren, secretary
Marty Hillerich, treasurer
Congregation Council
Irene Felicetti, Carol Grosch, Marty Hillerich, George
Hutfilz, Bob Lariviere, Daniel Mills, Judy Roberts, Sue
Scherr, Susy Scholl, Sharon Wittren, Ron
Zimmerman, Pastor Ashley Nicolls
Ministry Team Leaders
Sharing & Caring – Jan Kruse
Christian Education – Susy Scholl
Communications – Debi Rado
Early Childhood Learning Center – Marilyn Hutfilz
Evangelism – Bob Lariviere
Safety & Emergency Preparedness - Cindy Paxton
Fellowship – Carol Grosch
Finance – John McAuliffe
Food Pantry – George Hutfilz
Outreach Ministry Fund – Daniel Mills
Property – Brian McCulley, Rick Barry
Social – Judy Roberts
Stewardship – George & Marilyn Hutfilz
Worship and Music – Sharon Wittren
Parish Administrator – Tracy Bateman
Director of Music – John Ferreira
The Messenger is published monthly and distributed
without charge to St. Paul Lutheran congregation
members and friends.
Copyright © 2022 St. Paul Lutheran Church, Sarasota
FL. Permission granted for reproduction of individual
articles with credit to source.

As a Holy Spirit-led family of God, we are called through Baptism to proclaim and bear witness to God’s reconciling
grace in Jesus Christ to all; so that by joyfully sharing God’s Word and encouraging each other to service for the sake of others, our lives
together make a difference for Christ and His kingdom.

MISSION STATEMENT
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From Pastor Ashley (continued from page 1)
Nothing else matters compared to helping them
find it,
And open it, and walk in, and find Him.
So I stand by the door.
Go in great saints; go all the way in Go way down into the cavernous cellars,
And way up into the spacious attics.
It is a vast, roomy house, this house where God is.
Go into the deepest of hidden casements,
Of withdrawal, of silence, of sainthood.
Some must inhabit those inner rooms
And know the depths and heights of God,
And call outside to the rest of us how wonderful it
is.
Sometimes I take a deeper look in.
Sometimes venture in a little farther,
But my place seems closer to the opening.
So I stand by the door.
There is another reason why I stand there.
Some people get part way in and become afraid
Lest God and the zeal of His house devour them;
For God is so very great and asks all of us.
And these people feel a cosmic claustrophobia
And want to get out. 'Let me out!' they cry.
And the people way inside only terrify them more.
Somebody must be by the door to tell them that
they are spoiled.
For the old life, they have seen too much:
One taste of God and nothing but God will do any
more.
Somebody must be watching for the frightened
Who seek to sneak out just where they came in,
To tell them how much better it is inside.
The people too far in do not see how near these
are
To leaving - preoccupied with the wonder of it all.
Somebody must watch for those who have
entered the door
But would like to run away. So for them too,
I stand by the door.
I admire the people who go way in.
But I wish they would not forget how it was
Before they got in. Then they would be able to
help
The people who have not yet even found the
door.
Or the people who want to run away again from

God.
You can go in too deeply and stay in too long
And forget the people outside the door.
As for me, I shall take my old accustomed place,
Near enough to God to hear Him and know He is
there,
But not so far from men as not to hear them,
And remember they are there too.
Where? Outside the door Thousands of them. Millions of them.
But - more important for me One of them, two of them, ten of them.
Whose hands I am intended to put on the latch.
So I shall stand by the door and wait
For those who seek it.
I had rather be a door-keeper
So I stand by the door.
Take care and God bless you fellow door-keepers.

-PrAshley

Congratulations
On Sunday, October 16, St. Paul awarded our
Director of Music Ministries, John Ferreira, with
the St. Paul Award for Musicality on the occasion
of his producing the 100th episode of his podcast
(Vlog), Making Joyful Noise.
The episodes are posted on the St. Paul Facebook
page every Thursday at 8:30a and also on the St.
Paul website.
Congrats, John!
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Thanks for all you do Kid’s Sunday
We’d like to acknowledge and
thank John and Helen Miller for the
purchase of the new stoles for the
Vocal Choir (Worship & Music
Ministry) and the purchase of a
new coffee pot for the Fellowship
Ministry. You are both angels and these ministries
appreciate you!

Special
Congregation
Meeting
There will be a Special Congregation Meeting on
Sunday, November 6, 2022, following the worship
service. The purpose of this meeting is for the
congregation to vote to approve a contract with
Kimco Construction for the renovation of the
Education Building. As mentioned at previous
meetings and in mailings, the roof of our
Education Building is in seriously bad shape and is
jeopardizing the future of our preschool as well as
anyone who uses this building.
All members are encouraged to attend this very
important meeting to vote.

All Saints Sunday
At worship on November 6 we will
remember those who have entered
their heavenly home this past year.
If there is a special name you would like
lifted up on this day, please let Pastor
Ashley know by Oct. 30.

During worship on November 13 we will have a
Temple Talk on Florida’s Camping Ministry
opportunities and take a Free Will Offering in
support of this important ministry for our youth.
Joining us will be the ECLC youth who will sing for
us. After worship we’ll have a Fellowship time of
camp food, games, and fun!
Save this date!

Daylight Savings

On Sunday, November 6, we will get our hour
back as we go off daylight savings time.
Don’t forget to set your clocks back Saturday night
so you don’t miss church!

Thanksgiving Dinner
Are you interested in attending Thanksgiving
Dinner at St. Paul?
Most of the past volunteers are not available to
host a dinner at church this year. If you had
hoped to attend this meal, are you able to pitch in
and help make it happen?
Please sign up or talk with Marty Hillerich. Only if
there is enough interest and help will we be able
to have the meal.
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Talking with God

Hope Seeds Ministry

As people of faith it is quite
natural that we talk to God. In
quiet moments, in moments of
uncertainty or challenge, and in
times of joy. It is part of our
worship and helps us grow
personally and communally in
our relationship with Jesus.

God’s Work. Our Hands.

You are invited to join a group that gather every
Thursday at 4p via Zoom.

Come join us to socialize, have fun, and make a
difference in the world.

“We talk, share our lives, joys, concerns, and we
pray.” No stress! Follow the link below (it is the

We fill several thousand small bags with seeds
which will be sent to several countries so families
can grow their own food.

same every week) or email Kimberly Heindl for an
invitation: kaheindl@comcast.net.

If you are not able to join us, please do take a
moment in your day to be with us in spirit.
Topic: St Paul Prayer Zoom
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81662784525?
pwd=QSt4TGNSR2F3L0ovUDJ3SVdWbjRYUT09
Meeting ID: 816 6278 4525
Passcode: 628552

Son

Day School

This new group meets after worship each Sunday
in the Fellowship Hall during Social & Coffee Hour.
Grab a coffee and a sweet treat first.
We will reflect on Sunday’s worship readings,
sermon, and whatever else! A great way to get
even more out of the day’s sermon.

Dominoes Night
Held the first Friday of each month, come and
play Mexican Train Dominoes on Nov. 4 at 6p. It’s
great fun and easy to learn. Bring a lite snack to
share. Contact Susan Burmaster for questions,
susan.burmaster@floridamoves.com.

We gather the third Monday of every month.
Come when you can, leave when you must. The
next gathering will be Monday, Nov. 21, 1-3p.

Bible Study
Wednesdays @ 6p
Join Michele Hilton and fellow St. Paul members
and friends, as they join in learning… just two
more sessions, each five weeks long, and ending
just before Christmas.
Always thought provoking and always a seat at
the table for you!
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Advent begins
The first Sunday in Advent is November 27 and Advent will end
on Christmas Eve. Advent is a season of waiting and expectation
for the birth of Christ. It leads us into the new church year with
hope and patience in preparation for Christmas.
Each Wednesday in Advent we will offer a simple soup supper at
6p followed by a brief service of worship at 7p. Watch for sign-up
opportunities for the soup supper so we will know how many to
prepare for.

Nov 16 - Valerie Nicolls
Nov 17 - Dennis Knight
Nov 21 - Michael Scherr
Nov 25 - Mark Riley
Nov 26 - Susan Burmaster
Nov 26 - Lenore Horner
Nov 28 - Anna-Sofie Mathisen
Nov 30 - Kim Lariviere

An Advent Daily Prayer
Dear Lord, please allow me to embrace Advent in the way
you intend: as a way to prepare for Your arrival. May
everything I do—every gift I send, every party I attend,
Nov 6 - Colleen & Matthew Miller
Nov 8 - Colleen & John Ryan
Nov 13 - Alison & Daniel Mills

every meal I share—remind me to prepare space in my
heart for You. Amen.
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Photo Ops
Ethel Hamilton plays Dominoes
with cat during Hurricane Ian.

Pet Blessing—Top: L’il Vapes & Ms. Bella
Middle: Murphy Bottom: Maggie

Charlie Beetle (right)
Jordan Masse, Kellen Masse,
Ryan Masse, Avery Miller,
and Liam Miller (left)

Conrad Hellwege, Brian McCulley, John & Helen Miller prepare
seed packets for the Hope Seeds
Ministry at St. Paul (third Monday
each month).
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Hurricane Ian needs
From the Florida-Bahamas Synod E-Spirit

The Work Continues…
It's been nearly three weeks since Hurricane Ian
made landfall in southwest Florida, devastating
the area and leaving a path of destruction in its
wake. The Florida-Bahamas Synod has been hard
at work supporting our local pastors, assessing
damages, and resourcing our congregations with
supplies and financial assistance.
The work continues, and we are with you for the
long haul.
Want to help our siblings across the synod? Here
are a few links to get you started:
Hurricane Ian Update - 10/13/22: The latest news
from the Synod Disaster Recovery and Bishop's
Offices
Hurricane Ian Relief Webpage: Sign up for
disaster relief teams or apply for federal
assistance
Give to Hurricane Relief: 100% of your generous
donations benefit local churches and
communities with the greatest need in our synod.

and dried so it can last as long as possible. If
someone is able to purchase a few plantains, she/
he immerses them in water to stave off ripening.
Gangs have increased their hold over the country
through making roads impassable and controlling
supply chains. There is violence in different areas
of the country. Even humanitarian assistance is
being intercepted and in some cases, looted. With
the inability to treat water, cholera is now being
reported in the population.
Global Mission's current project--providing
families with a goat to be bred and developed
into a herd--has been stalled due to
transportation challenges; nevertheless, it
continues to be an important initiative for
building livelihoods. The pilot program in Les
Cayes, once it can be completed, is hoped to be
replicated in other communities.
Meanwhile, an important aspect of
accompaniment is for our companions to know
that we stand with them through times of
difficulty as well as times of ease. We suffer
together, we pray together, and we live in hope
together. Pastor Livenson asks for and cherishes
our prayers.
Thank you for your partnership and your prayers
for Haiti.

Increasing
Challenges in Haiti
by: Rev. Kathryn Carroll
This past week the Global Mission Table's Haiti
Team had a virtual meeting with Rev. Joseph
Livenson, president of the Eglise Lutherienne
d'Haiti (ELH). Pastor Livenson provided first hand
accounts of what it is like to live in Haiti during
this time of unprecedented instability. He
described the day-to-day impact of skyrocketing
fuel prices and civil unrest. Prices of all goods
have increased dramatically and are often
unavailable. If a family can find fish, it is salted

Rev. Joseph Livenson, president of the Eglise
Lutherienne d’Haiti, and family
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St. Paul Events and Meetings Calendar • November 2022
O THER M EETINGS & E VENTS

R ECURRING E VENTS

NOV

6

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS

SUNDAYS

SON-DAY SCHOOL AT

NOV

7

SURE COMMUNITY PROBLEMS ASSEMBLY
6-7:30P

MONDAYS

HOPE SEEDS—3RD

NOV

8

EVANGELISM TEAM MEETING
MINISTRY REPORTS DUE

TUESDAYS

ECLC CHAPEL—9:30A
COMMUNITY MEAL AT 5:30P

NOV

9

PEO LUNCH MEETING

WEDNESDAYS

NOV

10

FINANCE TEAM MEETING NOON
EXECUTIVE TEAM MEETING 1P

PROPERTY MNISTRY AT 8:00A
BIBLE STUDY—6:00P
ST PAUL RINGERS REHEARSE 6:00P
ST PAUL SINGERS REHEARSE 7:00P

NOV

13

YOUTH SUNDAY

THURSDAYS

PRAYER TEAM MEETING AT 4:00P
COUNCIL MEETING—3RD THURSDAY AT

NOV

14

GUITAR SARASOTA

FRIDAYS

NOV

19

FACE AUTISM FALL FESTIVAL
GUITAR SARASOTA 1-5P

FOOD PANTRY BAGGING AT 9:30A
DOMINOES NIGHT—1ST FRIDAY AT

SATURDAYS

NOV

20

TANNER’S TURKEYS

12-4P

FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION AT 9:00A
MUSICIAN REHEARSAL AT 10:00A

NOV

21

TANNER’S TURKEYS

8A-NOON

NOV

24

HAPPY THANKSGIVING

10A

10:30A-2:30P

& CAMP SOCIAL
6:30-9:30P
11A-4P

10:30A

MONDAY AT 1:00-3:00P

6:30P

6:00P

MESSENGER DEADLINE—15TH EACH MONTH

A COMPLETE LISTING OF EVENTS AND MEETINGS IS FOUND ON THE WEBSITE: WWW.STPAULSARASOTA.ORG.

Ongoing Appeals
Give to Hurricane Ian Relief: Should you want to help Hurricane Ian victims, go to the secure

Florida-Bahamas Synod link at: https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z3JW/campaign/C-12VYY. 100% of your
generous donations benefit local churches and communities with the greatest need in our synod.
Should you want to help the people of the Ukraine, here is a secure link to the website for Ukraine
Lutheran World Relief. 100% of your donation goes to relief efforts.

at

https://donate.lwr.org/give/394396/?
fbclid=IwAR0gFthoxC7N_Y0AHZqH2lrEiKt_QnTtjzhdbg3VVP_eBHnDI4Zb6g2WRxg#!/donation/checkout?
utm_source=social_graphic&utm_medium=vanityurl&utm_content=link&utm_campaign=CongUA_Match
&c_src=social_graphic&c_src2=vanityurl
Donations to Appeals may also be made through your envelope giving as well as online giving on the St.
Paul website. Please use Special Appeals - Hurricane Ian or Special Appeals—Ukraine when donating.
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Up and Coming
Visit with Santa—Dec. 3

Our annual community youth event will be here before you know it! Volunteers are
needed to help with planning, set up, help during the event, or clean up. Let Rick or Sue
Barry hear from you or watch for the sign up sheet.
This fun event takes many helpful and willing hands. You won’t regret becoming involved
and the kids will appreciate you. There’s always something you can do. More info will be
shared as we get closer.

Food for the Poor (United in God’s Work)
On Sunday, October 23, Pastor Bruce Potteiger, spokesperson for Food for the Poor, gave a passionate
and heart-felt sermon on the status of the food insecure in the Caribbean and Latin American countries,
including Haiti. It was truly moving and eye opening.
Did you know that some of the poor in these countries only have $50 to spend on food for a whole
year?
Did you know that not only do they help supply food, pumps for water, and build houses, but they also
help through education and skills training? That way people can learn to grow their own food.

Spiritually Rich in Faith
Dominga prayed every day for a new house. The shack in Guatemala that she and her family lived in
was old and had many leaks. Garbage and knee-high water rushed through it during rainstorms, turning
the dirt floor to mud and making her son, Mynor, 4, sick.
Thanks to the love and compassion of people like you, Dominga’s prayers have been answered, her
dream has come true. She and her family now live safely in their new secure Food For The Poor home. “I
am grateful… joyful,” she said.
In 2021 and celebrating 40 years, generous donors provided:


Over 20 million lifesaving meals a month



3,510 safe and secure homes



Over $3.6 million toward clean water projects



3,402 tractor-trailers of aid

How to donate to Food For The Poor:
 Go online to: https://foodforthepoor.org/our-work/how-we-help/
 On your smart phone, text the word KINDNESS to 51555 and follow the prompts.
 There are extra postage-paid envelopes available through the church for mailing a check.
Malnutrition

Unsafe Housing

Unsafe drinking water

Lack of medical care
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• All those serving in the U.S. Military. • The homeless in our neighborhood, our city, our nation and the world.
• The Florida Bahamas Synod Office of the Bishop Staff: Bishop Pedro, Assistants to the Bishop Pastors Khader,
Rob C., Rob R., and Deacon Connie, Specialists Jim and Marina, Support Staff Tina, Yuliet, Kim, and Ileana. • SURE –
Sarasota United for Responsibility and Equity. • Our Members, and our preschool teachers and students.

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all
comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble, with the comfort
we ourselves have received from God.” 2 Corinthians 1:3-4

St. Paul Lutheran Church
& Early Childhood Learning Center

2256 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota FL 34239
941-955-6479 Preschool 941-955-6480
941-955-8600
www.StPaulSarasota.org
Rev. Ashley Nicolls, Pastor
Sunday Schedule
9:30a Service of Worship In-person
9:30a Service of Worship on Facebook Live
10:30a Adult Son-Day School

Happy Thanksgiving
With grateful hearts, we give thanks for our many
blessings and gifts.

Bless us, oh Lord,
and these thy gifts which
we are about to receive from
thy bounty, through Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

