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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
9:30a Service of Worship  

Pastor ~ Reverend Ashley Nicolls 

May God’s grace continue to 
overflow to and through you. 

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church! 
 

We hope you will use this bulletin during the week to have a song to sing, 
prayers to pray and give comfort, whether you are worshipping in person or from 

home on your electronic devices. 
 

Although not all of us are physically together to worship, our Lord is still with us. 
We give thanks for those who attend in-person and the technology that allows 

us to share the bulletin and the worship service on the website. 
 

 

St. Paul has a Community Prayer Cross located outside near the road. You are 
welcome to leave a prayer request there or in the box when you enter, and it will 

be placed on the cross.  
Important community ministries of St. Paul include the Tuesday Community 
Meal, Saturday Food Pantry, and the Early Childhood Learning Center. Your 

financial gift makes a difference for Christ and His kingdom and enables St. Paul 
to be the community church that cares. It can be made by online giving, on 

Sunday morning, mailed to the church, or dropped off during normal office hours 
- Monday-Friday • 9a-12noon.  

 

May God bless you and give you peace!   
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Welcome and Announcements 
 

Prelude 
“We All Believe in One True God” – Setting by Jacob Weber – Fonda Davies 

 

Gathering Hymn ~ Jesus on the Mountain Peak



3 
 

 
 

Confession 
Pastor: Radiant God, source of light, 

Response: as you surrounded Jesus with your glory, so you come to us in penetrating 

brightness. You catch us off guard and expose our weakness. We choose the limelight 

while you call us to explore the shadows and brighten the darkness. We seek the 

spectacular while you bind up the broken in countless acts of mercy. We seek to stay 

on the mountain or in a comfortable pew while you walk to the valleys of need. Radiant 

God, fill us with light and courage to carry good news into all the corners of the world 

and to bring back the joy of your presence. Amen. 
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Kyrie
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Forgiveness 
Pastor: With a heart full of mercy and compassion, God saves us and forgives us all our 
sins. Christ, the dawn from on high, shines upon us, and by the light of the Holy Spirit 
guides our feet into the way of peace. 
Response: Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise ~ This is the Feast  
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Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: O God, 

Response: in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the faith 

by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud declaring 

Jesus your beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us 

heirs with Christ of your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Ministry in Music 
“We Believe” – Arr. By Heather Sorenson - The St Paul Singers 

 

Children’s Message  

 

Scripture  ~ Exodus 24:12-18 

At Mount Sinai, Moses experienced the presence of God for forty days and forty nights. The “glory 

of the Lord” settled on the mountain, and on the seventh day God called out to Moses. On the 

mountain God gave Moses the stone tablets inscribed with the ten commandments. 
12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there; I will give you 
the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their 
instruction.” 13 So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up onto the 
mountain of God. 14 To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come back to you. 
Look, Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 15 Then Moses 
went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16 The glory of 
the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day 
he called to Moses out of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like 
a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the Israelites. 18 Moses entered the 
cloud and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty 
nights. 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Response: Thanks be to God. 
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Scripture  ~ Psalm 99 

1 The Lord is king; let the people tremble. The Lord is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the 
earth shake. 
2 The Lord, great in Zion, is high above all peoples. 
3 Let them confess God’s name, which is great and awesome; God is the Holy One. 
4 O mighty king, lover of justice, you have established equity; you have executed 
justice and righteousness in Jacob.  
5 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and fall down before God’s footstool; God is the Holy 
One. 
6 Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel among those who call upon 
your name, O Lord, they called upon you, and you answered them, 
7 you spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; they kept your testimonies and the decree that 
you gave them. 
8 O Lord our God, you answered them indeed; you were a God who forgave them, yet 
punished them for their evil deeds. 
9 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and worship upon God’s holy hill; for the Lord our God 
is the Holy One.  
 

Scripture ~ 2 Peter 1:16-21 

At the transfiguration, God’s voice was heard, declaring Jesus to be the beloved Son. By the 

activity of the Holy Spirit, God’s voice continues to be heard through the word of scripture.                                                                   
16 We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For he 
received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the 
Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 18 We 
ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain. 
19 So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to 
this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in 
your hearts. 20 First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter 
of one’s own interpretation, 21 because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and 
women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 
Word of God. Word of Life. Response: Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 

 

 

 
Gospel ~ Matthew 17:1-9 

Shortly before he enters Jerusalem, where he will be crucified, Jesus is revealed to Peter, James, 

and John in a mountaintop experience of divine glory called the transfiguration. 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 17th chapter. 

Response: Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a 
high mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like 
the sun, and his clothes became bright as light. 3 Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and 
Elijah, talking with him. 4 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you 
wish, I will set up three tents here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5 While he 
was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud 
said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 6 When the 
disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 7 But Jesus came and 
touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 8 And when they raised their eyes, they 
saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus 
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ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the 
dead.” 
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.  Response: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Sermon  ~ Pastor Ashley Nicolls 

 

Hymn of the Day  – Arise, Your Light Has Come
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Nicene Creed 
Assisting Minister: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith with the Nicene 
Creed. 
Response: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.   
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church 
Assisting Minister: As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the 

whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 

(pause for silence) 

Assisting Minister: Revealing God, 

Response: your Spirit sustains the church. Strengthen the faithful with the revelation 

of Christ transfigured, that we may joyfully follow him in the way of the cross.      

Assisting Minister: Merciful God, Response: Receive our prayer. 
 

Assisting Minister: Life-giving God, 

Response: creation is full of your majesty. Nurture in us a deep respect for the 

interdependence of all life, and make us wise and vigilant stewards of your good 

earth.   



12 
 

Assisting Minister: Merciful God, Response: Receive our prayer. 
 

Assisting Minister: Peacemaking God, 

Response: the nations are in turmoil. We pray for an end to violent conflict. Give 

wisdom to negotiators and sanctuary to refugees. Defend any who are in danger.        

Assisting Minister: Merciful God, Response: Receive our prayer. 
 

Assisting Minister: Healing God, 

Response: you desire wholeness for all people. Bring healing to any who are 

experiencing illness, chronic pain, or mental anguish. Comfort the dying and those 

who grieve.     

Assisting Minister: Be especially with those we name now aloud or in our hearts. (pause)  

Assisting Minister: Merciful God, Response: Receive our prayer. 
 

Assisting Minister: Holy God, 

Response: in our worship we glimpse your glory, hear your voice, and receive 

assurance of your love. Inspire all who prepare, lead, and participate in worship to 

serve you with reverence and joy.     

Assisting Minister: Merciful God, Response: Receive our prayer. 

 
 

Assisting Minister: Transforming God, 

Response: you bring life from death. We give thanks for the witness of those who 

have died in faith, and we praise you for the hope we have in Christ, our Morning 

Star.           

Assisting Minister: Merciful God, Response: Receive our prayer. 
 

Assisting Minister: Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we 

commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus 

our Savior.  

Response: Amen. 

The Peace 
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.  Response: And also with you. 
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Offering 
(The collection plates will be brought forward at this time. Offering plates can still be found 

at the back of the sanctuary if you did not place your offering in the plates when you 

entered. Online giving at www.stpaulsarasota.org is also available.) 

 

Offering Prayer 
Assisting Minister: God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have 
prepared for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. 
Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Response: Amen. 
 

Spiritual Communion Prayer  
Pastor: My Jesus, I believe that You are present in this most Blessed Sacrament. I love 

You above all things and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive 

You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were 

already there, and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 

Holy Communion 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.  Response: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.     Response: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Response: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who, sharing our life, lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should 
give way to your own brilliant light. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

http://www.stpaulsarasota.org/
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Pastor: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your 

reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the promise to Israel, the 

rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of the prophets; and, at this end 

of all the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news in word and deed and 

was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 

(Those who want to partake of Christ’s body and blood in their in their seats  

may lift up their elements at this time). 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this 

bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Response: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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Lord’s Prayer  
Pastor:  Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray.   

Response:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion  

Pastor:  The joy of the Lord is our strength. Come, eat this meal of gladness. 

Response: Thanks be to God.  

Pastor: Those who wish to remain at their seats to partake of Christ’s body and blood in the 

bread and wine/grape juice may do so now. The body and blood of Christ is given and shed 

for you. Take and eat. Take and drink. If you wish to come to the altar, you may do so at 

the ushers’ direction. 

Lamb of God 
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Post Communion Blessing 
Pastor: Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace now and forever.  Response: Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Assisting Minister:  Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the 

sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table 

with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we 

have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Response:  Amen. 
 

Blessing 
Pastor: May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart 

for praise ☩ bless you now and forever. Response: Amen. 
 
 

Sending Hymn  – Shine Jesus Shine

 

 



17 
 

 
 

Dismissal  

Pastor: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. Response: Thanks be to God.   

Children: And all God’s children say, Response: Amen. Yes! 
 

Postlude   

“Toccata for Organ” – Noel Goemanne – Fonda Davies 

Coffee & Social Hour is held in the Fellowship Hall after worship. 
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Attendance for last Sunday morning: 75 in-person; 136 views on-line (2/9/26). 

St. Paul Mission Statement 
As a Holy Spirit-led family of God, we are called through baptism to proclaim and bear 

witness to God’s reconciling grace in Jesus Christ to all so that by joyfully sharing God’s 
Word and encouraging each other to service for the sake of others, our lives together make 

a difference for Christ and His kingdom. 

Announcements 
Hope Seeds Monday!  1-3p in the Fellowship Hall.  Come when you can, leave when you 
must.  Help put seeds in bags that will travel all over the world to help those in need.  
 

Ash Wednesday is this week!  Ashes will be available at the school from 7:30-9:30a, in 
the sanctuary from 12:00-12:30, and in the circle drive from 12:30-1p.  Worship with ashes 
and holy communion is at 7p.   
 

Bible Study – Living out the Lord’s Prayer!  Sign up for a 5-week meal and Bible study 
on Thursdays starting February 26-March 26.  It meets in the Fellowship Hall from 5:15p-
6:15p.  Sign up in the narthex.   
 

Next Sunday Annual Meeting!  Come hear all that St. Paul has accomplished in 2025 and 
the plans for 2026.  It’s right after worship.  It’s the only meeting of the year that people can 
share anything they want.  Voting members please stay so we have a quorum.   
 

Photo Directory Time!  Sign up today if you haven’t already. The last day of picture taking 
is February 23.  If you want to submit a photo instead, please see PrAshley or Tracy.  
 

SURE Nehemiah Action!  Save the Date.  Monday, March 9 at 6:30p.  We hope to have 
30 St. Paul members/friends at this event to increase access to mental health care for our 
community.   
 

Maundy Thursday worship on April 2 at 7p. Good Friday worship on April 3 at 7p.  
 

Kid’s Easter Celebration on Saturday, April 4 1:30-3:30p.  Sign-ups are coming soon for 
helping with the event.   
 

Easter Sunday April 5 worship at 9:30a.  Butterfly release after worship.   
 

Holy Humor Sunday April 12.  This year’s theme is Christmas in Easter.  Christmas carols 
with Easter lyrics will be a highlight of this service.  We celebrate God’s greatest joke on 
evil, raising Jesus from the dead.  
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Please remember in your prayers…  
All those serving in the U.S. Military, especially Gage Fournier. The homeless in our neighborhood, our city, our nation and 
the world. The Florida-Bahamas Synod Office of the Bishop Staff:  Bishop Pedro, Assisting Ministers to the Bishop Pastors 
Carlos, Derek, Nicole, and Rob, Specialists Kim, Bill, & Brittney, Support Staff Tina, Yuliet, & Ileana.   
SURE – Sarasota United for Responsibility and Equity.  Community Meal and Food Pantry guests. Prayers upon the HOPE 
Community Prayer Cross.  The Arlington Park Neighborhood.   
St. Paul members, especially, Adriana, Laney, and Tim Miller, and Dylan, Mason, and Charlotte Beetle. 
St. Paul Early Childhood Learning center teachers and students, especially Liam, Savior, Miles, Ms. Christie and Ms. Mariah 

Members 

Manny Acevedo 

Earleen Ashbrook 

Beetle/Miller Family 
Dorothy Boller 
Susan Burmaster  
Missy Craig 
Sue Fisher 
Joann Flanigan 
Bob Fong 
JoAnn Jordan 
Valerie Nicolls 
Nancy Parmakian 
James Paulsson 
Colleen Ryan 
Betty Smowton 
Sandy Tull 
Homebound Members 
Donna Casala 
Evelyn Gulliksen 
Lindy Lindemann 
Virginia McQuaig 
Michael Reiter 
Doris Schlotterback 
Carole Wilson  
Friends and Family 
Alice – friend of JoAnn Jordan 
Brad – brother of Cindy Paxton 
Debbie – friend of Scherrs 
Donnie – community meal guest 
Ed – friend of Sandy Choquette 
Jeff – community meal guest 
Mark – friend of M & D Hillerich 
MJ – friend of Ron Zimmerman 
Ryan – community meal guest 
Sharon – friend of Jane Schubert 
T.J and family. – community meal 
guest 

Sandi Acevedo – sister-in-law of 
Acevedo 
Jesus Alegria – niece-in-law of Sandy 
Tull 
Reyna Alegria – niece-in-law of Sandy 
Tull 
Kareem Ali – friend of Fred Melton 
Clinton Allen – friend of Jim Paulsson 
Laura Anderson – niece of Roberts 
Sheryl Brandes – sister-in-law of Sue 
Scherr 
Buete and Pearson family– family of 
Brian McCulley 
Caroline Burmaster – sister-in-law of 
Susan Burmaster 
Todd Couch – son of Sandy Choquette 
Mike Cunningham- friend of H. Roberts 
Fonda Davies – Director of Music 
Ministries 
David Eller – friend of Carolyn Mele 
John and Joy Emanuelli – friends of 
Roberts 
Gladys Faraone – friend of H. Roberts 
Tony Felicetti – brother of Irene 
Felicetti 
Bill & Vickie Hall – family of Fonda 
Davies 
Niklaus Heisler – great-grandson of 
Irene Felicetti 
Katy Hernandev – niece of M. Acevedo 
Pr. John Hilficker – friend of Conrad 
Hellwege, Jr.  
Nicole Ketler – friend of Susan 
Burmaster 
Kate Kretschmann- family of L. 
Lindemann 
 

Karen Kugler – friend of Marty Hillerich 
Jesse Lugo – brother of Jose Lugo 
David McCall – brother of J. Roberts 
Marsha McKinney- former member 
Becky Nobles – friend of Lindy 
Lindemann 
Linda and Jim Norris – family of 
Doris Schlotterback 
Karen Paulsson – sister of J. Paulsson 
Manny Ribas – friend of Cindy  
Schlotterback 
Anita Rose – friend of Irene Felicetti 
Claude Russell – uncle of T. Bateman 
Brian and Ken Schlotterback—sons of 
Doris Schlotterback  
Haley Schlotterback – granddaughter-
in-law of Doris Schlotterback.  
Bill Schroeder – friend of Conrad 
Hellwege, Jr.  
Bethany Smith – daughter of B&B 
Smith  
Joyce Swartzbaugh – Former Member 
Natalie Smowton Boxx – great-
granddaughter of Betty Smowton 
Noel Scott Studenwalt – nephew of 
B&B Smith  
Bill Sweeney – grandson of Marilyn 
and George Hutfilz 
Dan Torrence – friend of K. Snyder 
David Van Ness – brother of Missy 
Craig 
Elaine & Mark Vanderweight- friends of 
Jim Paulsson 
Andrea Waltje – friend of Irene Felicetti 
Curtis Weckwerth – cousin of Rich 
Weckwerth 
John and Janet Welther – family of 
Ethel Hamilton 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
and Early Childhood Learning Center 

 

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
and the Florida-Bahamas Synod, established 1955 
2256 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota, Florida 34239 

Phone: 941.955.6479   Fax: 941.955.8600   ECLC Phone: 941.955.6480 
Website: www.StPaulSarasota.org 

 

The Rev. Ashley Nicolls, Pastor – PrAshley1010@gmail.com 
Tracy Bateman, Parish Administrator – stpaul-admin@verizon.net 

Fonda Davies, Director of Music Ministries—fondadavies6@gmail.com 
Lisa McLean, ECLC Director--StPaul-eclc@verizon.net 

Iven Ayad - ECLC Assistant Director--StPaul-eclc@verizon.net 
The Rev. Don Hillerich, D.D. - Pastor Emeritus – djhillerich@yahoo.com 

 

Executive Committee 
JoAnn Jordan, President      Judy Roberts, Vice President      

George Hutfilz, Treasurer      Bob Lariviere, Secretary 
 

Congregation Council 
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Irene Felicetti 
George Hutfilz 
JoAnn Jordan 

 

Bob Lariviere 
Pr. Ashley Nicolls 
Nancy Parmakian 

Judy Roberts 
Mike Scherr 
Esther Smith 
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