
 

 

JANUARY 2022 

The 
Messenger 

WhatsInside...  
2  Council news 
3  ECLC January news/photos 
4  Thank You mail 

4  Hope Seeds Ministry 
5  Bible Studies, Sunday School 
6  New Year’s Good Luck Menu 
7  Church Seasons and Colors 

8  Photos - A Visit with Santa 
9  Calendar 
10 Bishop Elizabeth Eaton letter 
11 Keep in Prayer 

Monthly publication of St. Paul Lutheran Church 
 & Early Childhood Learning Center 

       I’m looking forward to starting the year with a 
Disney-Parody worship service. On January 9 we 
plan to celebrate Baptism of our Lord Sunday, 
Disney-style. Baptism of our Lord Day is always one 
of my favorite church holidays. Baptism is essential 
to our Christian life. It’s what gives me hope on the 
rough days. Martin Luther is said to use the words, 
“I am baptized” as a mantra when things were 
difficult. It’s also where I look to when parents or 
grandparents come to me and are frustrated or 
concerned that their children or grandchildren 
aren’t practicing their faith as the parents or 
grandparents would like. If the children or 
grandchildren were baptized, we can be 
confident that God through the Holy Spirit 
is working in their lives. Once those 
baptismal waters were poured upon 
anyone, they are claimed as children of God 
and marked with the Holy Spirit forever.  
    I’ve never done a Disney-parody Baptism 
of our Lord worship before, but I think it is 
very fitting. In The Lion King, when Simba is 
introduced to the animal kingdom as the next king 
by Rafiki, it’s just like we do in baptism, when a 
child (or adult) is welcomed in the family of God, as 
a new prince or princess of the king.  
     Frozen 2 has a song “Into the Unknown” when 
Elsa knew she was to go somewhere. It wasn’t a 
voice, per se, just a ringing in her ears. She didn’t 
want to go on another adventure. She was afraid of 
the risk to follow.  She didn’t even know where to 
begin to go into the unknown. She pleaded with 
the calling though to not leave her alone. That’s 
baptismal life. We don’t know where we are going 
in life at times but we know who is with us and is 
guiding us. Someone else also saw a connection to 

Christianity with this song and changed words. 
“Don’t be afraid to face the dark. There’s a light 
inside your heart and it will help you climb that 
mountain. Show your faith and take that step. 
[God] will make you better than you’ve ever been 
when you go into the unknown. “ (Nik Day and 
Sabrina Haskett).  
     Disney movies are also filled with water imagery 
from movies like Moana and The Little Mermaid, 
Finding Nemo and Finding Dory, just to name a 
few. Water is always an element of chaos both in 
the movies and Biblically. Moana wants to go into 

the water, Ariel wants to leave the water, 
Nemo wants to go deeper into the water, 
and Dory wants to find her way home. Jesus 
calmed the sea and walked on water and 
then this same element is used for baptism. 
We also use water in baptism because it is 
common. We can see it every day so we 
have a remembrance every day.  
    If you aren’t able to join us at St. Paul on 

Sunday, January 9 at 9:30a, we will be doing Disney-
Parody Baptism of our Lord worship for a women’s 
program at Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Venice 
(790 S Tamiami Trail, Venice, FL 34285) on 
Wednesday, January 12, at 11a. It’s open to men 
and women of both congregations.  
     I look forward to what 2022 will bring and I think 
we are starting it off right with Disney-Parody 
worship.  
 
Take care and God bless, 
 

-PrAshley 

Happy New Year 2022!   



 

 

Council Synopsis-December 
 
The Congregation Council met for its regular monthly meeting on 

Thursday, December 16, via Zoom. 

 Reviewed the minutes from the Special Congregation Meeting on 

Sunday, December 12 and approved recommending them to be 

placed in the Annual Report for congregation approval. 

 Approved the date for the Annual Meeting, Sunday, February 27, 

2022, following the Service of Worship. Deadline for the annual 

reports by the chairs is due by January 14, 2022.  

 Elected Daniel Mills for a second three-year-term to the OMF 

Committee. 

 Approved welcoming Michael Flanigan as a new member of St. 

Paul Lutheran Church. 

 Approved Sunday, January 23, 2022, for the Installation of the 

2022 Congregation Council. 
   

  ~ The Executive Committee 

 

New Council Members ~ 2022 
Please give a warm welcome and introduce yourselves to your newly 
elected council members when you see them. And thank them for their 
service to the congregation: 

 Irene Felicetti  Carol Grosch 

 Bob Lariviere  Judy Roberts 

 Ron Zimmerman 
 

The Installation of Council Members will be held during worship on 
Sunday, January 23, 2022. 

 OUR MISSION AT ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH    As a Holy Spirit-led family of God, we are called through Baptism to proclaim 

and bear witness to God’s reconciling grace in Jesus Christ to all; so that by joyfully sharing God’s Word and encouraging each other to service 

for the sake of others, our lives together make a difference for Christ and His kingdom. 
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ECLC Newsletter ~ January 2022 
 

Notes from the Directors:   

     Happy New Year everyone! We hope that everyone had a wonderful, relaxing, Holiday Break. We are so 

happy and excited to have everyone back! We are so ready to get the second part of our School Year 

going. We have some very exciting things coming up in the New Year and cant wait to share them with you 

all. 

 

     We wanted to let all families know that since we are closed during the time that we usually collect 

tuition, we will wave the late fee until the 14th for those of you who need the extra time. 

 

     As always, we are so incredibly blessed to have such amazing families here at St. Paul and we could not 

be here without you!  

 

Family of the Month 

     Congrats to our January family of the month; the  Atanmo Family! 

Solomon is in VPK & Zelda is in Room 2! We appreciate you and 

everything you do for our school. 

 

Teacher of the Month 
     Congrats to Ms. Jenn  in Room 2! We are so 
beyond thankful for her and all that she 
brings to the classroom and to our St. Paul 
Family! She is bubbly and always ready to go. 
Take a moment to congratulate her. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ECLC Christmas Lunch was a blast! 
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God’s Work. Our Hands. 

Come join us to socialize, have fun, and make a 
difference in the world.  

We fill small bags with sends which will be sent to 
several countries so families can grow their own 
food. 

We gather the third Monday of every month. 
Come when you can, leave when you must. The 
next gathering will be Monday, January 17, 1-3p. 

 

Thank You Mail 

From Face Autism: 
 
Once again, thanks so much for all that you do for the kids. You 
made some parents VERY happy. Also, thanks for the great 
cookie making and hot chocolate kits. 
 
Can’t tell you how much we appreciate you and the church 
accommodating us. 
 
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 
 
Colleen Buccieri 
www.Face-autism.org 

From Pastor Ashley: 
 
Thank you for all the Christmas 
cards, goodies, and gifts. It is always 
so nice to be remembered at Christ-
mas time. 

From Tanner’s Turkeys (This is the group that 
gave out over 400 turkeys to those in need this 
year and previous years.) 
 
Thank you so much for your continued 
support!  We couldn't do this without 
you!  Michele Tanner and The Tanner Groups 
(this is the Tanner Turkey give away that gave 
out over 400 turkeys to those in need this 
year).   
 
Michele Tanner and the Tanner Groups 

From Susan Burmaster: 
 
I want to say a HUGE thank you to everyone (seen and unseen!) 
who worked so hard to make the Thanksgiving Dinner so 
perfect. It was a beautiful day, the food was delicious and 
plentiful! My surprise “Happy Birthday” song was awesome 
and it warms my heart to be a part of this church family. 
 
Thank you. 

Hope Seeds Ministry 



 

 

Page 5 NOVEMBER 2021 

In-person Bible Study 
 
Bible Study. Upcoming. Bible Study. Fun. Bible 
Study. Challenging. Bible Study. There's a seat for 
you! 

In-Person Bible Study continues each Wednesday 
evening from 6-7 p.m. Masks and distance seating 
are optional. 

After our Christmas break, we will start back up on 
January 5, 2022. We will be using the book, The 
Hope of Glory, Reflections on the Last Words of 

Jesus from the Cross, 
by Jon Meacham, an 
exciting, moving and 
thought provoking 
look at the seven last 
words of Jesus. 

You are sure to grow 
in the spirit! 

Participation and class 
preparation are 

optional , really. So come, sit, listen, and share 
if you like. Either way, we hope to see you there! 

 

 

Message from the 

Church Office 
 
 

Pastor Ashley and the Parish Administrator will 
never email or text you asking for donations of 
money or gift cards. Please ignore these scammers. 
You should always contact the office if you are not 
sure. 
 
 
 

Talking with God 
 
As people of faith it is quite natural that we talk to 

God. In quiet moments, in moments 
of uncertainty or challenge, and in 
times of joy. It is part of our worship 
and helps us grow personally and 
communally in our relationship with 
Jesus.  

I would like to invite you to join a 
group of us that gather every 

Thursday at 4p via Zoom.  

We talk, share our lives, joys, concerns, and we 
pray. No stress and easy to be part of! Follow the 
link below (it is the same every week) or email 
Kimberly Heindl for an invitation: 
kaheindl@comcast.net. 

If you are not able to join us, please do take a 
moment in your day to be with us in spirit. 

Topic: St Paul Prayer Zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81662784525?
pwd=QSt4TGNSR2F3L0ovUDJ3SVdWbjRYUT09 

Meeting ID: 816 6278 4525 

Passcode: 628552 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This new group meets in the Fellowship Hall each 

Sunday after the worship service (10:30a). Grab a 

coffee or water and snack, and we’ll reflect and 

share our thoughts on the day’s worship service, 

reflection question readings, and whatever else. A 

great way to deepen the day’s worship experience. 

Led by Susy Scholl. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Larry Wolfe 

December 11, 

2021 

mailto:kaheindl@comcast.net?subject=Zoom%20Prayer
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81662784525?pwd=QSt4TGNSR2F3L0ovUDJ3SVdWbjRYUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81662784525?pwd=QSt4TGNSR2F3L0ovUDJ3SVdWbjRYUT09


 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Jan 4 - Judy Carnal 

Jan 6 - Aubrey Savoca 

Jan 7 - Anna Williamson 

Jan 8 - Jennifer Collis 

Jan 15 - Susan Scherr 

Jan 19 - Barbara Hahne 

Jan 21 - Benjamin Foster 

Jan 24 - Brenda Hadjian 

Jan 24 - Eryn Gwatney 

Jan 25 - Donald Hillerich 

Jan 25 - Pete Gulliksen 

Jan 27 - Brian McCulley 

Jan 27 - Evelyn Gulliksen 

Jan 27 - Hank Roberts 

Jan 27 - Mason Beetle 

Jan 28 - Madeline Craig 

Jan 29 - Cindy Paxton 

Jan 30 - Blake Riley 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Jan 25 -  Joan and Frank Scianni 

Jan 29 -  Betty and David Smowton 

 

New Year’s Day Menu 

for Good Luck in 2022 

 
 

Traditionally, these dishes are supposed to be eaten together: Black 

Eyed Peas (bring pennies), greens (bring dollars), and cornbread 

(brings gold). 

 

New Year’s Black Eyed Peas 
 
1 lb dry black eyed peas   1 tsp. baking soda 
3 tbsp. extra-virgin olive oil, divided  1 large onion 
6 cloves garlic, minced   2 stalks celery, diced 
2 serrano peppers, sliced (optional)  1 jalapeno, deseeded/minced 
1 tsp. kosher salt    1 tsp. smoked paprika 
1 tsp. black pepper   1/2 tsp. ground cayenne 
1/2 tsp. ground white pepper  1/2 tsp. ground cumin 
1 lb smoked pork neck bones  6 c. low-sodium chicken broth 
Cooked greens or cabbage, for serving 
Cornbread for serving 
Hot sauce for serving 
 
1. In a large bowl, combine peas and baking soda and add water to cover by at least 4". 
Cover and let soak for at least 6 hours and up to overnight. Once fully hydrated, rinse 
beans and drain completely. 
2. In a large pot over medium-high heat, heat 2 tablespoons oil. Add onions, garlic, 
celery, serrano (if using), jalapeño, and salt, and cook, stirring occasionally, until lightly 
golden, about 10 minutes.  
3. Push vegetables to the edge and make a empty well in the middle of the pan. Add 
remaining 1 tablespoon oil in the well, then add in all the spices and stir spices until 
fragrant, about 1 minute. Add in pork, peas, and broth. Bring to a simmer, then reduce 
heat to medium-low.  
4. Partially cover pot with a lid, and let simmer until peas are tender, about 35 minutes. 
To concentrate broth, remove lid and continue cooking until liquid has reduced to desired 
consistency, 10 to 20 minutes more. 
5. Serve with greens, cornbread, and hot sauce, if desired. 

FROM YOUR FINANCE COMMITTEE  

Report for year-to-date as of November 30, 2021 

 Actual Budget 

Income:  $ 284,394.35  $ 315,980.81  

Expenses:  $ 301,718.67   $ 317,285.70  

St. Paul net $ (17,324.32 ) ($ 1,304.89 )  

ECLC net position $ 35,643.55  $ (22,608.24 ) 
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Church Seasons and Colors Part I 
 

 By Brian McCulley 

 
     Once, there were no colors in church, or at least no 
recorded use, seasonally or meaningfully. Of course, these 
were dark days, even before Oz, or Hobbits or Hogwarts or 
Alice or even Mickey. 

The world had humans and color, and even paper, but 
didn't record a great deal about any religion or colors 
associated with what we know now as the Western Church 
or liturgical seasons. Imagine! 

     To be sure, there are worldwide variations of the 
original Roman development of the five primary colors of 
white, purple, red, green and black.  Alternates of blue, 
violet, rose, scarlet and gold were useful based on dyes, 
fabrics, pricing, availability and customs plus official 
decrees. Festivals and feasts and fastings became part of 
seasonal events represented sometimes with colors. 

     It could be confusing, but the ELCA Church gives guidance updated in the 2006 ELW, which mostly 
aligns with many countries today of Lutheran, Catholic and other Protestant denominations. 

    As you read this, we will have entered a season of white for Christmas up through Epiphany and the 
Baptism of our Lord, January 9, 2022.  White is also used for Transfiguration, Easter, Holy Trinity and 
Christ the King Sundays. Gold is sometimes a recognized appropriate alternate. 

    History writes that, in the 4th Century, Emperor Constantine gifted a sacred robe of golden threads to 
be used for baptism. White celebrant garments were also worn during that time, at the Eucharist. White 
signals purity and light, as well as youth, hospitality, benevolence, happiness, love & wholeness. Gold 
reflects spiritual strength, wisdom, enlightenment, and the triumph of Christ's Kingdom. 

     From 9th century church inventory, discoveries revealed a variety of colors, including black and white, 
used in worship, but not in any particular sequence. About the 13th century Pope Innocent III, declared a 
treatise indicating White for feast days, Red for Pentecost fiery tongues, Black for mourning or the 
mitigated Violet for Advent hope and Lent penitence. Green was for ordinary days. Pope Pius V, added 
rose for two Sundays beginning in the 16th century. The Congregation of Rites, in 1868, allowed gold as an 
alternate for white, red or green. 

    For 2022, we are in year 3 or C, of the Liturgical Calendar series, each of which features some different 
liturgy readings and emphasis. Due to Easter and Christmas, the two church cycles ( temporal and 
sanctoral ), fall at different times related to the Gregorian calendar, introduced in the 16th century. Most, 
but not all nations adopted it over time, but some not until the mid 20th century. Like the middle ages, 
many variations in Reformed churches, European regions, and the southern hemisphere are reflected in 
faith, customs, beliefs and practicality. 

    In general , Lutheran and Anglican churches in the Northern Hemisphere, somewhat follow the Roman 
sequence for seasons, liturgy and colors. One notable change has been the adoption of Blue in lieu of 
Purple or Violet for Advent but not Lent, which grew more popular in the 20th century or earlier. 

     I titled this writing as Part I, with the intention of a Part 2 related more to the relevant dates in 2022 for 
seasons and colors, and perhaps some more history or meanings. The archive is rich! 
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A Visit with Santa Fun 
 
It was great to be back and offering such a wonderful time to the community families! Around 35 -  40 

children came with their parents or grandparents. The volunteers were plentiful and could be seen 

having a good time too! 



 

 

St. Paul Calendar of Events • January 2022 
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10:00A 

 
 

10:30A 
 
 

5:30P 
 
 

8:00A 
6:00P 

 
 

4:00P 
 
 

9:30A 
6:30P 

 
 

9:00A 
10:00A 

 
 

10:30A 
 
 

7:00P 
 
 
 

2:00P 
5:30P 

 
 

8:00A 
11:30A 

6:00P 
6:00P 
7:00P 

JAN 1 SAT 
NEW YEAR’S DAY 
FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
MUSICIAN REHEARSAL 
 
JAN 2 SUN 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
JAN 4 TUES 
COMMUNITY MEAL 
 
JAN 5 WED 
PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS 
IN-PERSON BIBLE STUDY 
 
JAN 6 THURS 
PRAYER TEAM MEETS-ZOOM 
 
JAN 7 FRI 
FOOD PANTRY PACKING 
DOMINOES NIGHT/FELL. HALL 
 
JAN 8 SAT 
FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
MUSICIAN REHEARSAL 
 
JAN 9 SUN 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
JAN 10 MON 
WORSHIP & MUSIC MEETS 
 
JAN 11 TUES 
MINISTRY REPORTS DUE 
EVANGELISM TEAM MEETS 
COMMUNITY MEAL 
 
JAN 12 WED 
PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS 
PEO MEETING 
HANDBELL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
IN-PERSON BIBLE STUDY 
CHOIR REHEARSAL 

 
NOON 
NOON 
1:00P 
4:00P 

 
 

9:30A 
 
 
 

9:00A 
10:00A 

 
 

10:30A 
 
 

1:00P 
6:30P 

 
 

9:30A 
5:30P 

 
 

8:00A 
6:00P 
6:00P 
7:00P 

 
 

4:00P 
6:30P 

 
 

9:30A 
 
 

9:00A 
10:00A 

 JAN 13 THURS 
FINANCE TEAM MEETING 
PRAYER SHAWL GROUP/F. HALL 
EXECUTIVE TEAM MEETS 
PRAYER TEAM MEETS-ZOOM 
 
JAN 14 FRI 
FOOD PANTRY PACKING 
 
JAN 15 SAT 
MESSENGER DEADLINE 
FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
MUSICIAN REHEARSAL 
 
JAN 16 SUN 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
JAN 17 MON 
HOPE SEEDS 
GUITAR SARASOTA 
 
JAN 18 TUES 
ECLC BOARD MEETS 
COMMUNITY MEAL 
 
JAN 19 WED 
PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS 
HANDBELL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
IN-PERSON BIBLE STUDY 
VOCAL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
 
JAN 20 THURS 
PRAYER TEAM MEETS-ZOOM 
COUNCIL MEETING 
 
JAN 21 FRI 
FOOD PANTRY BAGGING 
 
JAN 22 SAT 
FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
MUSICIAN REHEARSAL 
 

 
9:30A 

 
10:30A 

 
 

5:30P 
 
 

8:00A 
6:00P 
6:00P 
6:00P 
7:00P  

 
 

4:00P 
 
 

9:30A 
 
 

9:00A 
10:00A 

 
 

10:30A  

JAN 23 SUN 
INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL 
DURING WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
JAN 25 TUES 
COMMUNITY MEAL 
 
JAN 26 WED 
PROPERTY MINISTRY MEETS 
PEO MEETING 
IN-PERSON BIBLE STUDY 
BELL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
CHOIR REHEARSAL 
 
JAN 27 THURS 
PRAYER TEAM MEETS-ZOOM 
 
JAN 28 FRI 
FOOD PANTRY BAGGING 
 
JAN 29 SAT 
FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
MUSICIAN REHEARSAL 
 
JAN 30 SUN 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
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Rick. 
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“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all 
comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble, with the comfort 

we ourselves have received from God.” 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 

• All those serving in the U.S. Military. • The homeless in our neighborhood, our city, our nation and the world.  
• The Florida Bahamas Synod Office of the Bishop Staff:  Bishop Pedro, Assistants to the Bishop Pastors Khader, 
Rob C., Rob R., and Deacon Connie, Specialists Jim and Marina, Support Staff Tina, Yuliet, Kim, and Ileana. • SURE – 
Sarasota United for Responsibility and Equity. • Our Members, and our preschool teachers and students.  



 

 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
  & Early Childhood Learning Center 

2256 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota FL 34239 

      941-955-6479 Preschool 941-955-6480 

      941-955-8600 

       www.StPaulSarasota.org 

Rev. Ashley Nicolls, Pastor 
 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30a Service of Worship In-person 
9:30a Service of Worship on Facebook Live 
10:30a Adult Sunday School 

St. Paul Mission Prayer 
 

God of grace and love, you created us as your children 
and have brought us to St. Paul Lutheran Church. We are 

not perfect people, but this church is the perfect place 
for imperfect people. Thank you for your grace through 

Christ given to us. You call us to proclaim to everyone we 
meet that your grace is for them too. As a Holy Spirit-led 
family of God, we ask you to help us joyfully share your 
word and serve your people, so that together our lives 

make a difference in your kingdom here on earth. 
Strengthen us in our mission together; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 


